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z ©. | The OMyrranr of Alching. 
CHAP./IL,. 


of G be nataral ar iaciple ps ADE 
of M inerals.. 


QEcondly I will perfeQly aloe naturall 


rinciples & procreations of Minerals: where 
po itisto © hovoned, dhanelipngnted principles 
inthe mynes,are 4r7gent-uine, and Sulphur, All 
meals and minerals, whereof = tha rene 
abs par peg ed rg ſerw F 

tel YOUNtNATNafUre alWa 

kivobemhent Qion ob Gald:by s 96; 
cidents comm ng berween,c angeth 
as it iseuidently;to beſecneindi Phe. 
lolophers bookes.. For DE CS. 
tic and impuritie of the two aforcſaide princi- 
,and Swphor, pure, andiimpure 
mextals areing&dred:to wit-Gold, Silver, Stecle, 
Leade,Copper, and Iron-of whoſenature, that 


ist0ſay, puritie, andimpuritie; orvntleanic ſus - - 


fluitic 8nd.defeQ., giue Nan ge 
perfetbod s 


bollowerh. " 4: Jn 
8 huts 
qe 


| Oftbenored Cldec | 
15 HIIOM 2 
Goin hw 
rey fixed;\cleare ,rcd » 
Goon xed, red , not burning. andy wanterh 


Ofthe ncy of Silwer. 
Sg lluerisa body, cleane, pure, and almoſt per- 
ke , begouen of Argent-vive, pure, fncd, 
XCQ, 


T he Myrronr of lin 
fixed;cleare,and white, & of ſucha like Suþpbays , 
Itwanteth nothing, aue alictle A colour, | 


and weight; *: - /- 
Of neuresf Steele, 
Teeleisabody cleaneimpere, engendred 


of Arg gem-ulncpure ds &notfixedcleare, 
white outwardly, butred inwardly, and ofthe 


likeSulptuir, Itwanteth onelydecoltionord 
 Ofrhenateweaf Leade, rect cid 


—_—_ 


6, Anke eeaand imperfolt bodie,en- 
endted:of Argent-viue impure, nortixed, 
Hl droſftie,fomewhatwhite ourwardly,and 
redinwardly, and of fuchaSulphur inpan bur- 
ning.t wameth Mr heres fie- 


ring.” Toomey 4 br 447 
of thenanrevf Copper. 
Opper ian wideen and inprſ®t ode, 
C RISES f Argent-uiue,impure,nor fix 


ed, cart urning,red not lewd;mdotthe like | 


Sat 9s puriry-fixation;and weight: 
a (a 109 much ofan Fun impureeolorandes: 
thineſſenor pon ns 


me x 
- 


if of thenawref mom. Wahris 


Ronizan vnclean'andim 2 ABT 
Jhonia of Argent-uiuei —_—_ too muchfixed; 


earthy burning white and rednotcleare;andof 


thelikeSulphur: It wanreth fuſion,puritie,and 
| weight, 


. » | . - 
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weight Jt hath:;too much/hxed vncleane Sul- 
. phucand burning catchineſſe. Thatwhich hath 
bene ſpoken, cuerie Alchiml myR aro 
oblerue./ St Yuinin wt 
 - H AP. 111. 
Ont wht thi them where Blixiraf? be more 
« b LO 11,970 JIN -1199% 210 
10 brig the eval batitd ov loigw31tiogoitiyy 
T'bagene of owials, as welly 
_'> imperfeQ, 1s ſufficiently declared byichas 
which hath benealready ſpoken Now let vs xe- 
 turnetotheimperfeQt matterthat muſtbe cho- 
' (cn andenafleperiedtt; Seengtbarbythelformer 
44: Chajters we ane behe-raught.that all mertalls 
_ arecnticndredofAtgentivive and Sulphur, and 
how thattheir impuriticand vncleanneſſe. doth 
 corchiptandchar noching may-be with 
mertalls.which-hath not beene made orſprung 
fromthem, it.remainerhcleaneinough, t No 
ſtrangething which hath not his originall from 
theſeriwo; isableroperie bem; -ortomake J 
chamgeandnewrianſmurationb 
itis ndredat; thatany wilathanſhould 
ſerhis mind:vpon liuingercatures;or vegetables 
which arc fatoff, whentherebe-minerals:o bee 
found nigh enough: neichermayw# mary wiſe 
thinke, = any ofthe Philoſophers p aced the 
' Art intheſaid remote things,/except it were by 
way of compariſon: bur of theaforeſaidtwoss!l 
metralsare made, neithetdothany thing cleaue 

ynto:them; -or-is-toyned-with theri.,-nor yer 
chaungerty themi,-but that which-is of them, 


and {o 'of right 'wee: muſt take. Argem-viue 
and 


— 


. The Myrrom of Alching. 5 
and Sulphur forthe marter of our fone: Nei- 
ther doth Argent-uiueby it {elfe alone,nor S1l- 
phur by irfeltealone; beget any mertall, h1:r 3f 
the commixtion of them both , diners mettz\s 
and minerals aredinerſly broughttoorth . Our 
matter therefore muſt bee choſen of the com- 
mixtion of them both; but ourfinall ſecrete is 
- moſt excellent,and moſt hidden,to wit,ct whar 
minetall'thing that is morencere then others, it 
ſhnld'be made: and inmaking choiſe hereof, we 
muſt bevery warie. Iputthe caſe then,Sorr mar- 
rer were firſt'of alldrawne our of vegetables, (uf 
whieh'ſort are hearbs ; rrees , and wharſoener 
ſpringeth/om of the earth) herewee'muſl firſt 
make Argent-viue' & Sulphnr;by along decoc- . 
tion, from whichthings,and their operation we 
are excuſed *fornature herſelte offereth vnto vs 
Argent-rivieand Sviphur.  Andif wee. ſlou!d 
draw'it fron living creatures (of which ſort is 
mans bloud;haire, vrine, excrements, hens eq x, 
and What elſe'proccede from lining creatures) 
weemufttkkewiſeout ofrhemrextraQtt £rpcur- 
_vineand Sulphurby decoQtion, fro which we 
are freed;as wewerebefore. -Or ifwe ſhou'd 
chooſe out of middieminerals (of which fort 
areal kindes of Magnrſia, Marchaſites, of Tutia, 
Coppres, Allnms, Banrach, Salts, and mary 0+ 
ther) we [houldlikewiſe, asafore, extraCt Ar- 
gent-yiue and Sulphurby decoQtion.fr6 which 
as fromthe former, weearealſoexcuſed,” And if. 
we ſhould rikeoneof theſceuen ſpirits by it fc!fe, 
asArgent-nine,or Snlpuralone,or Argent-uiue 
and oneofthe two Ing orSulphur-uive, 
| or 


_ thered toger 


 ordiminution : and if it ſhould 


might bemixe 
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_ or Auripigment , or Citrine Arſenicum, or red 
| alone,or the like: we ſhould never effeCt it,be-: 
. cauſe {ith nature doth never perfeQt anything 


without cquall commixtion of both, neither 


. can wee: fromtheſetherefore, as from the fore- 
faide Argent-uiue and Sulphur intheir nature 
- wearecxcuſcd, Finally, 'if wee ſhould chooſe. 


them,wee ſhould mixe eucriethingasitis, ac- 
cording to a due proportion., which-no man 
knowethzand afterward decoQt it rocoagulatis, 
into aſolide lumpe : and thereforeweareexcu- 
ſed fromreceining both of them,intheirp roper 
nature: to wit, Argent-uiueand Sulphnr,ſeeing 


' *, wee know nottheirproportion, and. that wee 
may meete with bodies, wherein we ſhall find 


the yz, proportioned,coagularted & gar 
er, after a due manner, Keepe 
this. ſecret, more ſecretly .- Golde is 8 perfeRt 
maſculine - bodie - withou my ſypertukie 
hould perfect imper- 
ſet bodyes ——_—_ with it by melting-one- 
ly, it ſhould be-Elixir to red; Silver jz alſo a 


 bodyalmoſ perfef, and feminine, which ific 
ſhould almoſt perfeCt imperfeQt bodyes by his 


common melting onely,, it ſhouldbeElixir to 
white, which it is not, nor cannot bes: becauſe 
they onely are hate 'And if this perfeQion 

with the imperfe&t, the imper- 
fect ſhuld notbeperfeQed withthe perfeQt,but 
rather their perfeQtions ſhuld bediminiſhed by 
the imperfect, & become imperfeQ, Burt ifthey 
weremore then perfeQ , eitherinatwo-fold, 
toure-fold, hundred-fold,orlarger proportion, 


they 


The Myrrour of Alchimg, ' 7 
they mightthenwelperfeC rhe imperfeQX, And 
fofaſmuch as nature doth alwaies work ſimp] Ys 
the perfeQion which is inthemis ſimple, inlſe- 
parable, & incommiſcible, neither may they by 
art beput inthe ſtone, for ferment to ſhortenthe 
worke, and fo broiigtittotheir formerſtate, be- 
cauſerhe moſt volatiledoth'ouercome the moſt 
fixt. And forthatgold is a perfeQ body, confi- 
ſing of Argent-uiue, redandcleare, &of fuch a 
Sulphur,cherfore wechooſeitnotfor themarter 
of our” ſtone to the red Elixir, becanſeir is ſo 
{imply perfe&, without artificiall mundificati- 
 on,&ſ0 prrwe. 4 digeſted and ſod with anatural 
heategha with our artificial fire, we areſcarce- 
lyableroworkeon gold orfiluer, And though 
nature dooth perfect any thing, yet ſhe cannot 
throughly mundifie; or perfect and purifieit, 
becanſe ſhe ſimply workerh onthatwhich ſhee 
hath. Iftherforewe ſhouldchooſe gold or ſiluer 
for the matter oftheſtone, we ſhould hard and 
ſcantly find fire working in them, And al:hov 
weare notignoranr ofthefire, yet conld we riot 
cometothethrough-mundification & perfecti- 
on of it,by reaſ6G ot his moſt firme knitting toge- 
_ ther,andnarurallcompoſition : wearetherefore 
_ excyſed forrakingthefirſttoored,or theſccond 
tooWhite,ſeeing we may find out athing orſom 
body of ascleane,or rather more cleane Suſphur 
& Argent-niuve,on which nature hath wronghr 
liccle or nothing at all, which with our artificial 
fire, experience of ovirart, weare abletobring - 
wnto his due concoction, mundification, co- 
louc and fixation , continuing our ingenious 

B 2 labour 


6: - 
' F - $ 
APRON 
" [ 5 _w 4 


- the ſimple bodiesthemſelugs,decoCt bytheirina 
! | Fat 
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labour vpon it, There muſttherefore bee ſuch 


a matter choſen, wherein there is Argent-viue, 
cleane,pure,cleare, white & red, not fully com- 
pleat, but equally and proportionablycommixt 


- aſteraduemaner with like Sulphur, & conge- 


led into a ſolide maſſe, that by our wiſdome 
anddiſcretion, and by ourartificiall fire, we may 


-actain vntothe vitermoſt cleanneſle of it,and the 


puritie ofthe ſame, and bring itto that paſſe,that 


' aftertheworkeended, it might bee athouſand 


thouſand times more ſtrong and perfeQ, then 


turall heate;Betherefore wiſe: ſor if thou 


n 


beſubtile and wittie in my Chapters (wherin by 


; | manifeſt prove hopolal openthemater of the 
 Koneealie 


tobeknowne)thou ſhalttafte of thar 


f 


delightfullching,whberinthe whole intention of 


' ... thePhiloſophersis placed. | - 


CHAP, IM... 
- Of themuner of working andof moderating, and © 


continujns the fire, 


a JHope erethis timethou haſt already found _ 


"by the words alreadie ſpoken(ifthou tieeſtnor 
moſtdull; ignorant, 'and fooliſh)the certaine 


| matter of the learned Philoſophers. bleſled | 
ſtone, whereon A4/chimy worketh,whikeſt weins 


deuour to perfeQttheimperſe&t, andthatwith | 
things morethenperfeQ. And forthatnature 
hath delivered vs the imperfeQt onely with:the 
pertec,it is our part todnake the matrer (inrhe 


ſormer” 


Y * 
_ ——_— _ -—_ a 
F 


T he Myrrour of A lehing. "i 
former Chapters declared vntavs ) morethen 
perfect by our artificialllabour, And if weknow 
- - notthe maner of working, what isthecauſethat 
wedo norſeehowenature (whichof long'time 
hath perſeQed metrals)doth continually. work? 
Doo weenot ee, that inthe Mynesthrough the 
continuall heate that is inthe mountaines there- 
_ of,thegroſneſſe of water is ſodecofted& thick- | 
ned, thatin continuance of time it becommeth 
Argent-uive? Andthatof the fatneſle of the* 
earth through the ſame heate and decoQtion, 
Sulphur is engeadred? And that through the 
fame heate withouw intermiſsion contigued in 
the, all mettalsarcingendred ofthem according - 
totheir puritie and impuritie? and that nature... 
doth by decoftionaloneperte& or makealmet- 
rals,as well perfeCt as imperfet ? Oextreame 
madnefle! what , I pray you, conſtraines you to 
ſceketo perfeQ the foreſaidethings by ftraunge 
melancholicall and famtaſticall regiments?as one 
ſayth:Wotoyou that will ouercomenature,and 
make mettals more then periect by aneweregi- 
ment, of worke ſprung from yourowne lenle- 
leſſe braines, God hath ginentonaturea ftraire 
way,to wit,continuall concoQionzand you like 
ſoolesdeſpileir, orelſe know. it.not. Againe, fice 
and Azot,are ſufficientforthee. Andinancther 

lace, Hear perfeQteth althings, And elſewhere, 
eeth;ſeeth,ſeeth, and benot wearie. Andin an 
other place;letzhy fire be gentle, & cafie; which 
being alwayesequall , my continite burning :, 
 andlet. it not encceaſe, forit it do.thou ſhalt ſut- 


 fergreatloſle, And inanother place, Know _ 
Ws; 3 tl1at. 
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x that in onething,to wir,the ſtone, byone way,to 
wit,decoQis,and in one veſſel thewhole maſte- 
A ry isperformed. And in another place, patiently, 
& | .  andcontinyally , andiinanother place, grinde it 
| ſcuentimes. Andin another place, Itis ground 
withfire. And in an other place, this worke 
is verie like tothe creation of man: for as the In- 
fant in the beginning is nouriſhed with light 
meates , but the bones beeing ſtrengthened 
with ſtronger : fo this maſterie alſo , firſt it 
muſt haue aneaſie fire, whereby weemuſt al- 

| waies worke in euery eſfenceofgecoQtion. Ar 
W | though we alwayes ſpeake of #gentlefire, y 
|  . Intruth, we thinkthatin gouerningtheworke; . 

the firemuft alwayes by.little and little bee in- 

creaſed and augmented vntotheend, - :. 
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! Of the qualitic of the eſſell and Farnice: ' © 


He meanes and manner of working, wee 

_ '» hauealreadiedetcrmined :nowe wee are to 

| ſpeake of the Veſlell and Furnace, in what fort, 
and of whatthings they muſt be made. Where- 
asnature by anaturall fire decoQethithe met- 

>. tals inthe Mynes, ſheedenieth the like decoc- 8 -- 
tion tobe made without a veſlell fittefor it. And 
if wepurpoſeto immitatenature inconcoQing , 
wherefore do we reieCt her veſſe!!? Lertvsfirſt 

| | of alltherefore,ſee in what place the generation 

| |, |, ofmertalsis made. It doth evidently appeare in 

'k +88  theplacesof Minerals,tharinthe bottom of the 

I ; OY Ke WT - moun- 
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The Myrronr of Alching. n 
mountainethereis heate continually alike , the 
nature whereof isalwaiesto aſcend, andia the 
aſcentionit alwayesdrieth vp, and coagulateth 
thethickeror groſler water hidden inthe belly, 
or veines of the carth, ormountaine, into Ar- _ 
gent-uiue. And ifthe minerall fatnes oftheſame 
placeariling out of the earth, be gathered warme 
rogither in the veines of the earth, it runnerth 
through themountin, & becommeth Sulphur. 
Andas a man may ſcein theforeſaideveines of 
that place , that Sulphur engendred of the fat- 
neſſe of theearth (asis beforetouched)meeterh 
with the Argent-uiue (as it is alſo written).in 
theveines ofthe earth,, and begetteththerbick- 
neſſe of theminerallwater, There, throughthe 
continual equall heateinthemountaine,in long 
procelle of timediuerſe mettals are engendred, 
according to the diuerſitie of the place. And 
intheſe Mineral! places, you ſhall finde a con- 
tinuall heate, | For this cauſe wee are.of right 
to note, thatthe externall minerall mountaine is 
euerie where ſhut vp withinit ſelfe,and ſtonie : 
for iftheheatemight. iſſue our, there ſhoold ne- 
ver be engendred any merttall.. If therefore wee 
intend toummitatenature, vie muſtneedes have 
ſucha furnace like vatothe Mountaines, not ia 
grearneſle,but.in continual heate,ſorhat the fire 
put in , Whenirt aſcendeth,, may finde no vent: 
dork wh. the heat may beat vpontheveſlell being 
cloſe ſhutte, containing in it the-matter of the 
ſtone: which veſlell muſt beround, with a ſmall 
necke,made of glaſle or ſomeearth, repreſenting 
thenatureorcloſekniting togither of glaſle:the 
| ET mouth. 
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12 T he Myrronr of MA lchiny, 

month whereot muſt be ſigned or ſealed with a 
covering of the ſame matrer,or with lute, And as 
inthe mynes ,þ heatdoth not immediatly touch 
the matter of Sulphur and Argent-vuine, - be- 
cauſe theearth of the mountain c6menth enery 
whereberween:Sothis fire muſt not immediatly 


_  touchthevetlell, containing the matter ofthe 


foreſaide things init, but irmſtbepur into ano- 


-ther veſſell, ſhut cloſe in thelike manner, that ſ6 


the temperate heate may ronchthe marteraboye 


-and beneath;and wherecreit be,moreaptly and 


firly : whe revpon Ariſtotle fayth, inthe light of 
lights,that Mercarieis to becocoRted inathree- 
fold veſſell;and rhat the veſſeit muſt bee of moſt 
hard Glafle, or (which is beter) of 'carth'poſ- 
(ceſſing the nature of Glaſſe, 


CHAP, VI,' 
of the accidentall and eſſentiall colonrsappearing © 


in the worke, 


T Hemateroftheftonerhugerided,thou ſhake 


knowe the ceitaine manerof working, by 


what maner and regiment, the None is often 
.__ chaurged in dccottion into diverſe colours, | 
Wherupon one faith,So many colours, ſo-many 
names. Actording to the diverſe colonrs appea- | 


ring inthe worke, the names likewiſe were va- 


_ Tied by the Philoſophers: whereon, irithe firlt 


eperation of ovr ſtone, it is called putrifaQtion, 
and our ſtoneis made blacke: whereof oneſaith, 
Whenihou findeſt it blacke, know that in that 

| lack- 
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| 

| 

| 
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The Myrronr of Alihing. "iyh- 
blackneſſe whiteneſſe is hidden , and thoumuft 
extract theſame from his moſt ſubtile blacknes. 
Bur after putrefaction it waxethred, not with a 
rruecedneſſe,of which oneſaith: It is oftenred, 
and often ofa citrine colour, it often melteth, 
and is often coagulated, beforetrue whiteneſle. 
 Andit Jifſoluct, it ſelfe, it coagulatcrh it ſelfe, it 
putrifieth icſelfe,it coloureth ir ſelf,it mortifierh 
tr ſelfe, it quickneth ir ſelfe, it maketh ir ſelfe 
blacke,it makethitſelfe white, irmaketh ir ſelfe 
red. It isalſogreene: whereonanotherſayth, 
Concoctit, till itap recnevntothee, and 
thatisthe ſoule. And another, Know,thatinthat 
greene his ſoule bearerh dominion. Thereap- 
pearesalſo before whiteneſle the peacocks co- 
lour,whereon oneſaith thas. Know thoutha: al 
the colours inthe world, or $ may be imagined, 
appeare beforewhiteneſſe, ardafterwardtrne 
whitenefſe followeth . Whereof one ſayth: 
When it hathibin decocted pureand clean, that 
it ſhinerh like the eyes of fiſhes, thenare wee 
to expect his vtilitie , and by that time the 
ſtone is congealed rounde; And another ſayth: 
When thou ſhaltfinde whiteneſle a rop inthe 
glafſe,be aſſured thatinthat whiteneſſe,redneſle 
15 hidden : andthis thou muſt extract : but cont- 
coQt it while ic becomeall red : for betweene 
rruewhiteneſſe and truerednefle ,thereis acer- 
rtaine aſh-coſonr :' of which ir is ſayde. Aﬀter 
whiteneſle,thou canſt not erre, for encreafing 
the fire," thou ſhaſt come ro an-aſh-colour: 
of which another ſaith: Doo not ſer light by the 
aſhes,for God (halgiue ittheemolten:andthen 
1 5 C at 
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14 _. The Myrrom of I. lchimy. 
at thelaſttheKing is inueſted withared crowne 
bythewill of God. meh | 


- CHAP. VII. 
| Howtomake proietFion uf the medicine vpon 
a(h any imperfetF bok s. 


JHaue largely accompliſht my promiſe ofthar 

great maſterie, for making the moſt excellent 
Elixir, redand white. For concluſion, weareto 
create ofthemanner of proieQion,'which is the 


accompliſhment ofthework, thedeſired & ex- 


peed ioy. Thered Elixirdothturneintoa ci- 
trine colour infinitely;-andchangethall mentals 
into pure gold, AndthiewhiteElixirdoth-infi- 
nitely whiten,and bringethenerie-mertalroper- 
feQ whiteneſle.Bur weknowtharonemerall is 
farther off fromperfeQiion then anather, & one. 
moreneere:henanother. Andaſthoupheuerie 
mettallmay by Elixir be;reduced;toperteion, 
neuertheleſſethe neereſtare lily,ſpeedi- 
ly, and perfeQly reduced, thenthoſe yphich are 
fardiſtant. And when wemecte witha mextrall 
thatisnecreto perfeQion,wearethereby excu- 
ſed from-manythatare farre off. | And'as forthe 
mettals which ofthembenecr6,and which farre 
off, which ofthem Iſaybe neereſt toperfeQi- 
on,ifthou be wiſe and dilcreete, thotwſhalefind 
to be plainely andtruely ſer/out-in myChapters. 
And without doubt, heetharisſo quick {tghted 


_ inthismy Mirrourgthatby hisowninduſtryhee 


can finde ont thetrue matter, heedoth fallwell 
knowe vppon what body the medicineistobee 
proieQt:d tobring ittoperfeQion. Forthefore- 

runners 


| The Myrrour of A lchiny, if 
runners ofthis Art, who nn ae itoutby 
their philoſophie,do pointoutwiththeir finger 
the direct & plain way; whenthey fay:Narure, 
containeth nature' : Nature overcommeth"na- 
ture:& Naturemecting with hernatiite, excee- 
dingly reioyceth, and'is changedinto other na- 
rures. And inanotherplace, Eucth likereioiceah 
'Inhis like: for likenefſe is ſaidetobethecaule of 
friend ſhip,wherofmany Philoſophers hauc left 
a notableſecrer, Know thou thattheſouledoth 
quickly enter into his body, which may by no 
meanes be ioynedto another body. And inano- 
therplace, Theſoule doth quickly emerinto his 
own body, whichiftthougoeſt about to joyne 
with anotherbody, thou ſhalt looſethy labour: 
for the neerenefle irfelfe is morecleare. And be- 
cau(c corporeallthings inthis regimtrare made 
incorporeall, &contrariv/iſerhings/incorporcal 
corporeall,andintheſhutting vpoftheworke, 
the whole body is made a fpirituall fixt thing: - 
and becauſe-alſo rhat ſpirituallElixir enidently, 
whetheowhiteor red, is ſogreatly prepared and 
decotedibeyonde his nature, /irisno marnaile 
tharit carmiorbee mixed with abody, onwhich 
iis proicQted; becing-onely:meked. It is-alſo 
ahacd marrer rol proicct ic onathouſand thou- 
fand and more; ago = penetrate 
and rranſmme them. .}willtherefore nowede- 
_ luer 'vnto;yowagrear'and hiddenfſerrer, One 
aft is to-bee mixed:with athoufand of thenexr 
| body, a ictallchizbefurcly purintoa fir veſlell, 
and fſerte/ it: ima fornacerh fixation;* firſt witha 
lent: fire; andiafterwardes encreafing the _ 
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; found berweene his hands inano 


is abouc, ishkethat which-is beneath, roworke 


 hisnurſe. The father ofalkthe teleſme of rhis, 


6 The Arrow of Alhimy. 


| forthreedayes, 4illthey be inleperably ioyned 


together , :and.this is a worke of three dayes: 
thenagaine and finally,cuery part heercof by ir 
ſelfe, mult be proieQed ypon another thouſand 
parts of any neere body: andthisisa worke of 


 oneday, or one houre,ora moment, for which 


our wonderfull God is eternally tobeprailed. 
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moſt learned Philgfapher Roger Bacon. - 


TheSmaragdine T:Lleof Hermes, Teil 


| Tr wordes of the ſecrets of Hermes, which 


werewrittenina Smaragdine Table , and 
| vVante, 
wherinhis bodylay buried... \Itisrruewithour 
leafing,certainand moſttrue. Thatwhich is be- 
neath is likethat which isaboue-: &thatwhich 


the miracles of onething. And asaltthings hr 


* 
” 


Np ep ients 
allthings baue ſpriftg from:this onething by 4- 
daptation.His ferioheſun his mather isrhe 
moone,the wind boreit in hirbelly.Thecarthis. | 


workd js here. His forceand power isperfeQ,ific 
be turned imo-carth. - Thow ſhalt ſeperate the; 
carth fromthe fire, the thinne fromthe thicke,, 


- and that gently with great diſcretion. Ir af< 
cendeth from: the Earth imo: Heaue 
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n:! and: 
againe: 
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A briefe Commentarie of Hortulanus. 17 
and againeit deſcendeth imtotheeanh, and re- 
ccineththe power of the ſuperiours and inferi- 
ours : fo ſhalt thou haue theglorieofthe whole 
worlde.All obſcuritie therefore ſhall flie aw ay 
fromrhee. This is the mightie power of all 
power,forit ſhal ouercomecuery ſubtilething, 
and pearce through euery ſolidething. Sowas 
the worldecreated. Here ſhall be maruailous ad- 
atpations, whereofthis is themeane. Therefore 

am I called Hermes TIO , Or the thrice 
great Interpreter: hauingthree parts of the Phi- 
lofophy ofthe wholeworld. That which I haue 
ſpoken ofthe operation ofthe Sunne, is finiſhed, 


Bereendatbthe T able of Hermes. 


A briefe Commentarie 
of Hortulanus the Philoſopher, ypon 
'--- © rtheSmaragdine Table of Hermes 


0-35] of Alchimy, * | Tap iN 
 Thepraier of Hortwanws. | 

Aude, honour, pc be given 

| Brraog opens 34+ with thy 

| belouedſonne, our Lord Teſus Chriſt, and the 

hoty Ghoft,the comforter. Oholy Trinitie,thar 

2rtthe onely oneGod,perfeQ man, Igivethee 
thankesthat haning che knowledge of thetran- : 


ſares thereof) of thy 


ſtorie things 's this worlde(feaſt I ſhould bee 
pronoked wihthe plea 
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18 — ©. Abriefe Commentarie | 

abundant mercie thou haſt taken mee from it.. 
But forſomuchas Ihaue knowne manic decei- 
uedinthisart,that havenotgonethe right yay, 


 letitpleaſethee, O Lord my God, rhatby the 


kno wiedge which thou haſt given mee, 1 may 
bring my dearefriendsfroerror,that when they 
(halperceiuethe truth,they may prailethy holy 


_ arid #locious name, which is bleſled for cuer, 


Amen, |' | 
1 t;3-24 T he Preface, 


Hort wlanus, ſocalled for the Gardens borde- 
ring vponthe ſea coaſt,, wrappedinalacobin 


' $kinne, _—_— to be called aDiſciple of Phi- 


lolophie, moued withthe loneofmywelbelo- 


ued,doo intend tomakeatruedeclarationof the 
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falle, 1t iscertaine, thatis.prooucd , akes 
Io bet : 35a 2x! ver 


ſoeuer is provid, ismoſt certaine, And mo# 


true. For moſt true golde is ingendred by Art: 
 andheſaithmoſtcrae, inthe ſuperlatiuedegree, 
becaulethe golde ingendredby this Art, excel- 
tethall naturall gold inall proprictics, both me- 
dicinallandothers. Us 2 


CHAP. #1. 


T bat the Stone muZ#be dinididimts' ; 
">: Fwo parts, 


Onſequentlie, hetoucheththe operation of 

theſtone, ſaying : That which isbenedth, is. 4s 

#hat whichis above, Andthis he ſayth, becauſe the 

ſtone is divided into two principall parts: by 

Art: Imothe ſuperiour part, that-aſcendeth vp, 
interio tour paft 


and into the. paft; which. remaineth 
beneath fixe and cleare: and yet theſetwo parts 
apreein vertue: andtherefore hee ſayeth, That 
which is abane;islike that whichis beneath: Andthis 
diviſion is neceſlaric , To perpetrate the myracles 
of one thing , to wit, of the Stone: becauſe the 
inferiour part isthieEanh y whiel-is-cilled che 
' Nurſe, and Ferment.: andthe ſuperiour-part is 
'the Sole, whichquickednerh thewhole Stone, 
andraiſeth.it'vp Wherefore ſeparation: made, 
and coniunGion: celebrated z- manie mytackes 
-arceffeQedinthelſecter workeof nature, -: -: | | 
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A briefe Comment arie 


CHAP. III. 
T hat the Stone bath init the foure 
Elements. | 


A Nd as all things hane proceeded from one , by 
the meditation of one. Heere giueth hee an 
example, ſaying : as allthings came from one, 
rowit,. a confuſcd Globe, ormaſle , by medita- 
tion, thatisthe cogitation and creation of one, 
that is the omnipotent God : So all things baue 
ſprung , that is , come out from this one thing 
that 1s, one confuled _ , by <A dattation, 


 thatis bythe ſole commaidementof God, and 
- miracle . So our one is borne , and come 
out of one confuſed maſſe, containing init the 
fovre Elements, which is created of God, and by 
his ſole miracle our ſtone is borne... | 


| CHAS;::LFET; {55% 
T hat the Stone hath Father and Mother,to wit, 
| the Sunne and Moone, 

ANd as wee ſce, that one liuing creature be- 
= Sgerteth more living creatures like vaco it. 

ſe\fe: lo artificially golde engendererh golde,by 
verrue of multiplication of the foreſaid tone. 
It followeth therefore , the Sunne-is his father, 
that is, Philoſophers Gold. And as in cueriena- 
eurall generation, there muſt be a fit and conve- 
nient receptacle, with a centaineconſonancie of 
ſimilitudeto rhefather : ſo likewiſe inthis artifi- 
ciall generation, it is requiſite that the _— 
aue 
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of Hortulanus* * £42 

"have afitte and conſonaumt recepracle for his 
ſeede and tinQure : and this is Philoſophers 
filuer. And therefore it followes,the Moone is 
his mother. 


CHAP. V. 


T hat the coniuniFion of the parts of the flowt 
iscalled Conception. 


"TT Hewbichrws , when they hanemntuallie 
entertained cach orher in the coniunQion 
of the Stone, the Stoneconceiueth inthe bellic 
ofthe winde: andthis is t which afterwarde he 
fayeth : The winde carried it in his bellie , . It is 
Plaine, thatthe windeis the ayre, and the ayre 
asthelife,and the life is the Soule, And Thaue al- 
ready fpoken of the ſoule, that itquickneth the . 
'wholeſtone. Andſoitbehonerh, thatthe wind 
ſhould carry and recarry the whole ſtone, and 
bring forth the maſterie: and then it followeth, 
'that it muſt receiue nouriſhment of his nurce, 
thatis the earth:and thereforethe Philoſopher 
faith,T heearth is his Narſe:beeauſethat as the in- 
_ fantwithoutreceining food ir6 his nurſe, ſhuld 
neuercometoyeres:ſolikewiſc our ſtone with- 
out the firmentation of his earth., ſhould never 
be brought to effeQ : which ſaid firmament, is 
called nouriſhment. For ſoit is begotten of one 
Father ,. with the coniunCtion of the Mother. 
T hings, that is , ſonnes like to the Father, if1hey 
want long decoQion, ſhalbe liketothe Mother 
inwhiteneſle,and retainethe Fathers weighr. 
D CHAP, 


——-4 


. $$ GW 3T960 [73 ARTARAMAA, = 


5 a 


- 
— _ — —— 
"_. ——_— the. oo AO. Lats 
Go We 


oo 


_ _ "IF 


2 o_ 
a 


th 
a—_— om_ ” 
. 
L] 


— ———_ _———_ ww - 
ates, 


A em 
«A, 


C3 
"od 


th 1 


22. A briefe Comment arie 


#. CHAP. VI. 


T hat the Steneis perfeft if the Soulebe foxt 
_ m the badie, 


JT" followeth afterward: Thefather of allthe Tee 


leſme of the whole worlde zz here : that 1s, inthe 


 workeof the ſtoneis afinall way. Andnote,thar 


the Philoſopher calleththe worke, the Father 
of all the 'Tcleſme : that is , of all ſecret , orof 
all ireafure Of thewhole worlde : that is,of cuery 
ſtone tound inthe world, z- here. Asit he ſhould 
ſay,Bcho!d [| ſhew itchee, Afterward the Phila- 
ſopherſaith , Y Yr theu that 1 teach thee toknowe 


| when the wvertue of the Stone 13 perfect and com- 


Plexte ? rowit, when it is connerted into his 
earth : and therefore hefaith, His power is emtire, 
that is,compleate and perfeQt, if it be turned into 
exth:thatis, ifthe Soule of the one (whereof 
wee hane made mention before - which Soule 
may becalledthe windeorayre, wherein con- 
ſiſterhthe wholelife and verrueof the ſtone) be 


 conuerted intotheearth,towitofthe ſtone, and 


fixed: ſothar the whole ſubſtance of the Stone 
be ſo with his nurſe, to wit earth,thatthe whole 
Stone beturnedimo ferment. As in making of 
bread. xlineleauennouriſheth and fermenterth 
a great deale of Paſte: ſo will the Philoſopher 
that our ſtone bee ſofermented, that it may bee 
fermenttothe milltiplication ofthe ſtone. 


CHAP. 


+ 


—— 


MM 


of Bortulanus? 
CHAP. VII. ot 

Of the munfication and clearſing 
| of che ſtone. 


(COOnſequenty , hee teacheth howthe tone. 
 —ovghtro beemultiplicd : but fiſt neſerterh 
downe the mundification of the ſtone, andthe 
ſepararionot the parts : ſaying, Thouſhal: ſeparate 
theearth from the fire,the thinne fromthe thicke, and 
thi gently with great difcretion . Gently , that is 
bylittle, and little, not violently, but wiſely, to 
wine ».in [Philoſophicall doung .  Thexſt alt 
ſeparatethat is, diflolue : for diflolution is the 
ſeparation of partes . The earth from the fire, 
the thinne from the. thicke.: thatis, the lees and 
dregges , from the fire, the 2yre.,.the water, 


_ and the whole ſubſtaunce of the Stone, 'o. 


_ thatthe Sronemay remaine moſt pure without 
all filch, | 


2.» - CHAP, VL 
T hat the wnfixedpart of the Stoneſhouldexceed 
the fxed, and ft it wp, 


wall 
i 


He Tronethus prepared,is made fit for mnl- 

 tiplication. And now hee ſcrre:hdowne his 

multiplication Q eafic liquefaQion,witha ver- 

mneto picrceas well into hard bodies,as fott,ſay- 
ing:1t aſcencethfromtheearthinto heauen,and ag ain 
” Tecndeth intotheearth,Here we mult diligetly 

; D 2 ncte, - 
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24 A briefe Comment arie 

' note, that although our ſtone bee diuided in 
the firſt operationamofoure partes, which are 
_ the foure Elements : notwithſtanding , as wee 
haue alreadie ſaide , there arc two principall 
parts of it, One whichaſcendeth vpward , ard 
1s called vakixed,and an other which remaineth 
below fixed, whichis called earth, or firmamet, 
which nouriſheth and firmenteth: the whoſe 
Rone,as we haucalready ſaid. But ofthe vnfixed 
part we muſt have agreatquantity,and giue it to 
the tone(which is made moſt clean without all 
filth)ſo often by maſterie that the whole ſtone be 
caried vpward, (ublimating & ſubtiliating. And 
this is it whichthe Philoſopher ſaith ; # eſcea> 
deth fromthe earth into thebeauen. 


CHAP. IX. 


© Hrnthevelatile Stone may arent 
beans ING 


Aer all theſethings , this ſtone thus exaked; 
Amuſt be incerated with'the Oyle that was 
_ extracted fromit inthe firſtoperation,being cal- 
led thewater of the ſtone: and fo often boyte it 
by ſublimation,tilby vertue of the firmentation 
of the earth exalted with it, the whole ſtone 
doo againe deſcende from heauen into! the 
earth, andremainefixed and flowing. Andthis 
' i5it which.the Philoſopher ſayth : 7t deſcendeth 
agayne into the earth , and ſo receyneth the wer- 
tue of the ſaperiours by ſublimation , and of the 
anferiours, by deſcention : that is > that which is ' 
7 COrPO- 


| | | of Hertulanes 
corporall.is made ſpirituall by ſublimation; = 


thatwhich is jpeanats; is mace aurporul ” 
deſcenſion.. 
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Co ſhed then have the clerie. of the whole 
worlde.Tharis, this one thus compounded, 
thou ſhalt poſſeſſe the glorie of this world: = 
T here fore al obſcuriis ſha fe from thee2.. that 
3s,all want and ns becauſe the ſtonethus 
made,cureth yr ns = 


= 
-DOdIES, 
[ "cHAp. XL. 


cl That this worke imitateth the Cre f 
- = the worlde. 


= gineth vs atom om of the ccmpe- 
firionof his Stone, ſaying, Sowaes the world 
created. That is like asthe world was created, fo 
ts our ſtonecompoſed.Forin.the begining, the 
wholeworldandall thatistherein,wasaconfu- 
kd Maſle or Chaos (asisabouchaide) bur after- 
ward by the workematſhip-of the ſoucraigne 
D 3 Creator. 
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FT refere am Tealed Hermes T riſmegiſtus; 


ly, orſcuerally.hee had the true knowledge in 


26 A briife Covmentirie 


Creator , this take wit diviided into the fours 
elements, wondertully ſeparated ind reCtified, 


through which ſeparation, diuers things were 
created : {olikewile may diuers things bee made 
by crdering ourworke, through the ſeparation 
ot thediters elemEts frodiuers bodies. Here ſFal 


be wonderfull adaytarions hit is, If thou ſhalt ſepa» 


rate the elements, there ſhall be admirable come 
poſitions, firefor ourwotrkeinthe compoſition 
of our Srone, by rheelementsreAified:Y / hereof. 
to wit, of which wonderſullthings fit ferthis: 


the meaxes go Wit,toproccede by is here, 
SBI THON CV T6163! The LDOTIE 3:18 V2. 


hd 
- CT **x 


| A #eviematicall inſanuation what the matter © 


no 3 of che Seemeſkontdebe; ** 
Maſt 4 p e4q 7% 4 Fog 


\ 


vTrifmegifu;Now 
= thatheharhdeclaredthecompoltionofthe 


|  +Stonegheteacheih vs afteraſeeret maner;wher- 
.. . oftheStoneis made : firſt naming himſelfe;,” to 


theendethar his ſchullers (who ſhould hereaf- 
terattainetorhis ſcience) might hauehisname 


 Incontinuall remembrance : and then hee ron- 


cheththe matter ſaying : Hazing three parts of the 


- * - Philoſophie of the whole world :becauſethat what= 


ſocuer isinthe worlde, having matter & formes 
iscompounded ofthe ſoure Elements: hence is 


it,that thereare ſo infiniteparts of the world, all 
which he diuideth into three principal! partes, 


Minerall, Vegetable, & Anima!l:of which ioint- 


the 


LD 


of Hortulanws, 27 
the worke of the Sunne: for which cauſerhee 
faith, /1aning cre parts of the Philoſophic ofthewt ole 
world, hich parts are.containedin one SLone ie 

| wit, Philoſophers Mexeuirie. _ 


CHAP; XI. * 


Vepetables, and Animals: forthe ſtoneisthiee, 
a>Jone hauing foure natiifes, to wit, the foure 
'etemehts,&threecolours,black,white,and red. 
| Jrisalfo called agraineof corne » Whichif itdie 
not,remaineth without fruit: bur ifitdoodie(as 
is abouefaid) whenir is ioyned inconiunQiion, 
i bringeth forth much fruire, the aforenamed 
operations being accompliſhed. Thuscurtequs 
teader,if thou know theoperationofthe Srone, 
| thauerol2theetherruth: but ifthou artignorar 
thereof, Thaue ſaid nothing.7 ha which bane ſpo- 
. Fen of the oper tion of the Sunne is finiſhed : that is, 
that which hathbeene ſpoken of the operation 
of the ſtone, otthethree colours, and foure na- 
rures, exiſting and beeingin one onelythir 
namely inche Philoſophers Mercure, i - 


4 


T husendeththe Commentarie of Hormfanus, vppew 
the Smaragdine table of Hermes the father of Phis 
loſophers. 26: g 


— 
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The Booke of the Se- 
crets of Alchimie, compoſed by Galid 
the ſonneof 1azich,tranſlated out of © 
Hebrew.into Arabick, and out of | ; 


Avabick into Late and ont 
_._ of Latin into Engliſh, 


 T be Preface of the difficalticofthe Art. _ 


"T Hankes be ginen'to God the Creator of all 
things, who hath conduGeed vs, beautified 
v5, inftruQted vs, andgiuen vsknewledge and - 

vnderſtanding : ExcepttheLorde ſhould keepe = 
andgnide vs, wee ſhould bee like Eh. 2: 
- without guideor teacher : yea, we ſhuld know | 
nothing inthe world, vnle e hetaught vs: 7 
isthe beginniiig: and knowledgeir ſelfe.of a 

things, by his powerand goodnes ouer his pi 
ple: HedireQeth and inſtruteth whombewil, 
and with mercie reduceth into the way of iu- 
Rice : for hee hath ſent his meſſengers intothe 
darke places, and made plainethe wayes, and 
with his mercy repleniſhed ſuch as love him, 
| Know brother,thatthis our maſtery and honou- 
rable office of theſecret Stone, isa ſecretofthe 
ſecrets of God, which hee hath concealed from 
his people, neither would hereueale ir oenys 
ſauetothoſe, wholike ſonnes hane faythſully 
deſeruedit, knowing both his goodneſle and 
' greatneſſe : for ro himthatdeſireth 8 ſecret of 
10d, this ſecret maſterie is moreneceſlary then 
any other, And thoſe wiſe menwho _ 

| taine 


Fhe Preface, 29 
tained tothe knowledgeherof, haue concealed 
parttherof, and parttherofthey:hauereucaleds 
torſo have I found my wiſepredeceflorsagrees 
ing inthis pointinrheir worthie bookes:wher» 
by thou ſhalt knowe that my:. diſciple} Mu/c; 
(more honorable in my ciesthen all other)hath - 
diligently ſtudied their bookes, & labored much 
intheworke of the maſtery, wherin he hath bin 
__ greatlyrroubled, & muchiperplexed,not know» 
ing thenatures of things belonging rothis work: 
theexplanationwhereof, anddirection where- 
in, he hathhumbly begged at my handes :yerT 
would afford himno anfweretherin;nordeter- 
mine it, bur commaunded himroreade ouer the 
Philoſophers bookes; & therin roſeckey which 
he craued of me, & hegoing hisway,read aboue 
a hundrethbookes,avhee tound them eventhe 
true andſecret-bookes of noble Philoſophers? 
but inth& he could not find that which hedefi: 
red:ſo heremained aſtoniſhed, & almoſt diftrac» = 
ted;rhough by theſpace of ayeare hecontinual- 
ly fonghe it, If therforemyſcholler M/s (thar 
bath-deſerued tobe gecolited among hPhiloſs- 
phers) have beene ſodoubtfull inthecompoliti- 
on hereof, and rhar this hath hapned vnto him? 
what ſhall che ignorantand vnlearneddoo , thae 
vaderſtanderh/notthenatureofthings, nor is ac- 
quainted withtheit completions? Burwhen 1 
behelde this in my choyſeſt and deareſt diſciple, 
moned wittypltty'ard compaſſiontowardhim, 
or rather by thewill andappointment of God,'T 
madethis book atthe houreofmydeath, wher« 
ia I hauepretermirted matiy things,thatmy pres 
no bilnoo ta, 205 09107 gf 7410 Videcalory 
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anda 


"_ OO The Prifuce' 


deceſſors hauemade mention of intheirbookes! 
gaine,I haue touched ſomethings which 
they concealed, & would by no meanes open & 
diſcover: yea, | wh 117 weEK vv and laide open 
certain things,thatthey have hidden vnder dark 
& figurative ſpeeches, Andthis my book Thave 
called the Secrets of Alchiny:in which 1 haueſpo- 
ken of whatſocuer is neceſſarie, tohim that is 


| Rudious of this Art or maſterie', 'inalanguage 


befitting hisſence & vnderſtanding. And | haue 
named toure maſteries far greater and better,thE 
other Philoſophers hauedone : of which num- 
ber is Elixir, one Mineral,the other Animal! :bur 


the othertwoareminerals;andnottheonehlix- 


ir; whoſe office isto waſhethat,whichthey call 
the bodies: and another is tomakegold of Azot- 
vine,whoſe compoſition or generati6, isaccor- 


 dingtothe generationor orderof generationin 


themynes, being inthe heartand bowels of the 
carth. And theſe foure maſteries or works , the 


Philoſophers haue declared intheir bookes 'of 
the compoſitionof this maſtery : butthey wane 


- much :'neyther wouldthey ſhew the operation 
- -» of it intheir bookes: andthough by charincehe 


found it out, yetcould hee not vnderſtand it: (o 
that hee found out nothing that was moretrou- 
bleſometo him.l wil therefore inthis my booke 
declareit,together withthe manerhowto make 
it; but let himthatwill readeit, firſt learne Geo- 
metry,and her meaſures, that ſohemay rightly 
frame his furnaces,not paſſing.» meane,citherby 
exceſle or defet:and withall, he muſt know the 

nantitice of his fire, and the forme of the vellel} 

tforhisworke, Mpreouer, lette himconſider 


what 


: 
; 
. F 4 : 
& 
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- The Preface." \X 3 $a 
what isthe ground-worke and beginning ofthe 


maſtery, becingto it, asthemartriceisto living 
creatures Which are faſhioned inthe wombe, 
and therinreceivetheircreati6 & nouriſhment: 
for if the thing of this maſtery finde not that 
which is conuenientforit, theworke is marred, 
andthe workmen ſhall not find that whichthey 
looke for,neither ſhaltherhing itſelfbe brought 
ro theeffect ofgeneration:for. where one cannot 
meete with thecauſe of generation, ortheroote, 
and heate it ſelfe, irwill fall out, that the labour 
ſhall be toft,and the worke noughtworth. T he 
like miſchiefewill happeninceſpeQt of weight, 
which ifitbenot arightinthe compound, the 
actesoftheſame nature, paſſing their boundes 
yaugmentation, ordiminution,thepropertie 
ofthecompound isdeſtroyed, & the efteQtther- 
of voyd and without fruit, whereof I will give 
you an-example,. Doo'not you ſeethat inSope 
{with which cloathes are: waſhed cleane and 
made white)thereisthis property if it berightly 
made,by reaſon of equalitie, & one proportion, 
which participatein lengthand breadth? wher- 
uponthrough this participation theyagree, and 
thenir PR , becauſeitwas truely made, 
andfo the vertue which before lay hid, is nowe 
madeknown, which they ages rty, being 
the vertue of waſhing engendred-in the.com- 


pound : but when'thegrauity of the uy 2 
paſſeth his bounds,cicherby addition ordiminy» 
rion;þ vertueitſelf breakeththe limits of equali- 
ty, & becometh contrary,according toþdifiEpe- 
race ofthec6pound. Andthisthou muſtvndery 


tad to happen inthe c6poſition of our maſtery, 
T OOO. © | 


likewiſe are the othertwo. Andeither oftheſe 


Which. are orderly difſolued and conan 


72 The Secretzof Aletiny. 


WE VOY oC PO ng 

Ofthe toure Maſteries, or principall works 

ofthe Art, towit, ſohntion, congelation, 
albification andrubification, | bY 


TOw begin I to ſpeake ofthe great 'worke 
which they call Alchimy > whercin I will 


_ confirme my woordes , without 'concealing 
_ onghr:, or. keeping backe: any thing , ſaue 


that which is not convenient to bee vitered 


-ornamed, We ſay thenthat the great work con+ 


taineth in it foure maſteries(asthe Philoſophers 
before vs hancaffirmed)thariscoſay,todiftolue; - 
rocongeale, to'make whiteandred.: Andtheſe 
foure quantities are /partakers,whereot twoof 
them are partakersberweenethemichues, and fo 


doublequitiries hath anotherquancitypartaker, 
which is a' greater quantity partaker'atter theſe 
two. I vnderſtand by theſequantities,thequanti- 
tieofthenatures, and weighrof the medicines 


wherinnenheradditionnor diminution haue a+ 
ny place.Buttheſe rwo,rowit, ſolution and con- 
tar AS one w 5 Oen ſhall make 

ut oneworke,andtharbeforecompolition:bur 


afrer compolition,their works ſhall bee diuers. 
And this ſolution and congelation which wee 
haueſpoken of, arc the ſolution of the bodie, 
and the congelation of the Spirite, and-they 
are two, yet have bur'one operation. For 
 the'Spirites arenot congealed, except me 

. | : CGIES 
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The/eretsof YerkRws 31 
dies beedifſolacd as likewwiſethe bodies is nor 
diſſolued, vnteflerheſpiri becogealed: & when 
the ſoule & the body are ioynedtogither, 'exher 
of them worketh inhis'companion made like 
vnto him: as for example, When wateris put to 
carth,it trinerhtodiffoluethe -arth'by the moi» - 
= , vertuc and propetrie'which it bath,ma- 
 kingitmore ſubrilethen it was before,and brin- 

ge ng irtobelikeit ſelfe: for the warer was more 
ile'then the carth *and thiis doththe ſoute 
- workeinthe bodic,andsfterthe ſame manner is 
the water thickened with the earth, arid becom- 
methlike vnro theeurth inthickneſle, for the 
_ earthis morethickerhenrhe Wwarer. Andthon 
miſt knowe tliat baweene the ſolution of the 
bodie, and congelation'of theſpirit,thereis no 
JNance of time or diverſe work, as though one 
ſhould be withoiitthe other, as theres rig diffe= 
rence of time inthe'coniunAtion of the carthj 
- and water,thatonemi; litbeknowne % diſcer= 
ned fromthe othetintheir opermions: but they 
haute both one inftant, andone faQt, and one and 
the fame worke*conteitierh: them both ar once 
ofirion: 1 ay before compoſition, 
teaſthethar ſhallreadthi $ books; tid hearertie 
_ of teſolution and 'conpelation, ſhoulde 
poſe it toberhecompolition whichthe Phi- 
oloph ers eritreatof, for ſs he ſhould oye efre 
in fits workeand ivdgement :beeayſc 
tion in this workeor maſterie; is a conan 
or marriage ofthe co CE ent Alc | 
| foſred bodie, and this confiindtionor paſsion'is 
= the fire;Forheate is his <a = 
$0 ine 


| 
] 


+ 


34 The ſerretsof of chimy.” 

the ſouleforfaketh notthe bodie , neither is ix 
otherwiſe knit vntoit, then bythe alteration of 
both from their owne vertue and- properties, 
and after the conueclion of, their natures: and 


_ thisisthe (olution.and congelation , which the 


Philoſophers firſt pake of which neuenheleſle = 
they haue hidden intheir ſubtile diſcourſes with 


_ darke & obſcure wordsgtharſothey might alie- 


nate andeſtrangethe mindofthercader frs the 
true vnderſtandingthereof: whereotthou maiſt 


_ takethis foran example, Annoynttheleafe with 


yſon, and ye ſhall approue thereby the begin- 
ing ofthe worke ang maſteryoftheſame,And 


* & © 


againe , labour the ſtrong bodics with one ſolu- 
tion, til eicher ofthemberurned to his {ubrilitie. 
Solikewiſcinthele folowing,except ye conuert + 
the bodies into ſuch ſubtilitiechat they may bee 
impalbable, yee ſhallnotfndthar ye lovke for: 
wo ifyouhauenotgroundthem, returne backe 
to worke tillthey bee ground, and madcſubrill ; 
which it you de,you ſhalthaue your wiſh; And 
many other ſuch ſayings haue they of the ſame 
matter. . The which none that euer provedthis 
Art could vnderſtand til he hath;bad aplainede- 
monſtrationthereof,rhe formerdoubt being re- 
moued. And in like maner haue they ſpoken of 
that c6poſition, whichis afterſolution &conge- 
lation. And afterward they haue ſaid,that C6po- 
ſition 1s not perfet without marriage, and pu- 


: 
I 


 trifation:yet againethey teachſolution, conge- 


lation,dinifion,mariage,putrifaQtion, and com- 
polition,becauſe compolitionis the beginning, 


and vericlife ofthething.Forvnleſſe there were 
452 compo- 


Theſeernsof Althimy, 3y 
compoſition,thething ſhould neuerbebroughe 
to paſle.Diuiſion is a ſeparati6 oftheparts ofthe 
e6pound; & ſo ſeparationhath bin his coniunc- 
tion. [tel you apatnecthartheſpirit wilnotdwel 
wich the body;nor bein it,norby any meanes a» 
bide with it vntillthe body be made lubtril&rhin 
as the ſpirit is. Bur when it isattenuate and ſub- 
till, and hath caſt off histhicknes; &put onrhin- 
_ nes, hatch forſaken his groſneſle & corpority, & is 

become ſpiricuall,then ſhallhe be mingled with 
theſubrill ſpiries, & imbibed inthem;ſo that both 
ſhall become one andrheſame,. & they ſhall not 
befeucred; like as water puirto water cannot be 
divided.Suppoſethatofewo likequantities;thar 
arcinſolurionandcongelation, —_—_ 'i5the 
foule,theleſler is the body:adde ]rothe 
quantitie which is the ſoule, thatquatity which 
1s inthebody, &ir ſhalſparcicipate withthe firſt 
_ quantity in vertueonly :then workethem as we 
have wroughrthem , ard fo rhowſhalr obraine 
thy deſire, and Egclidehis line\fhall bee verified 
 vntothee, Afﬀretrwardetake his quantity., and 
know his woes ge -moy- 
ftureas he willdrink,theweighrofwhich/moy- 
Aurewehavenot herederecmined;Thenagaine 
worke them with an-operation-vnlike the-for+ 
mer, firſt imbibing and ſabliming ir and this 
operation is that whiclvrhey;catt Albification; 
and they name 'ir- Tt ; that is'\; Siler , :and 


_ .,ad white Leade.: "And when thou haſt made 
this componnde white, addeto himſo-mnch 
of the Spirit, as maketh halfe ofrhewhole, and 

fet ift6 working) till ir waxeredde; and then 


it 


36 "a ſeirets of cAlchiny, 
it ſhaltbe of thecolour Allulfir,, which is voi 
red,” andthe Philoſophers baue likened. it t0 
golde, theeffeft/ hercoty leadeth thee: to that 
Which-4riftotlclaidera hisDilciple: 474 : wee 
calltheclayewhenitis white, why thatis Sil- 
uer: and when it is red, wee; name it/Temench, 
_ thatis Golde:Whiteneſleistharwhich:tinQcth 
Copper, _ maketh ic. T ar it; and that is red+ 
nefle,whichtioAeth Terit,.thas is filuer,& mar 
keth it Temennch, that i is Gold; Hethereforethar 
is able ro diſſoluetheſe bodies, toſubtiliaterth&, 
, tomakethem whiteandtcd,and (as I have ſaid) 
10 compound themby imbibing» and convert 
themtothe ſame; ſhall withoutall doubr atcaine 
the maſterie;afd performethe mabcreets | 
kinokenneotes SELL | 
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T behorkeh thee to: knowe the veſlelsin akis | 


[ 


© S*mnaſterie\, towit &/v4el4, whichthe Philoſo+ 

6p. pherehaue called Chnech-yards.,- 0x-Cribbles: 

' | BHYR uſeinthemthe parts arediuided. andelean- 
T ſed, and in them is the matter '0f themaſterie. 

perfeQt, anddepured, | And 

| Ng euery one of theſe muſt have a Furnace fitforit, 

| _ andleteicherof them hane a ſimilitude'and. fi- 

Lo  gureagreeabletothe worke. Mexleme,and ma» 

| Hy other. Philoſophers, hate named alltheſe 

wh, thingtiatheirbooket, teachingthe nangend 

c 


madecompleat T 


T he Secrets of A lebimy. 'H 
-formethereof, And thou muſt know,;that herein 
the Philoſophers agree togither in their wry- 
tings,concealing it by ſignes and making many 
books thereof, & inſtruments whichare neceſlt- 
ric in theſe foure foreſaid things; As forthe in- 
ſtruments,they arety/o in number. Cneis aC#- 
curbit, With his 4lembick:the other is 4/ucel,thir 
is well made. There are alſo foure things ne- 
ceſſarie to theſe : thatis toſay, Bodies, Sonles, 
 Spirites, and Y aters: of theſe foure dooth the 

maſterie, and mineral] worke conſiſt. T heſe are 
made plaine in the Philoſophers Bookes_, I 
haue therefore ominted them 'in mine , and 
onely roached thoſethings, whichthey palled 
* ouerwith filence:which he ſhall eafilydiſcerne, 
 thatisbur of indifferent ivdgemerit. - And this 


+booke I bauenot madeforthe ignorant and vn- 
learned,bur forthe wiſe and prudent, 
19 e 6 4 | CHAP. ITI. 2 

' Of henument thing appertainingrs * | 


this worke, 


|& Now thou, that the Philoſophers have gi- 
>uenthem dinerſe names: for /omehavecal-. 
led them Mynes, ſome Animal, ſome Hezball, - 
andfome by the'name of Nawres, that is'Na- 
eurall: (ume other have calledthem by certaire 
other names attheir pleaſures; as ſeemed good 
vntothem.. : Thou'muiſt alſo krow, thar-theit 
Medicines are neere to "RP , according ” 
| the 
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iy | ThiScerehiof Alcbing, 
thePhiloſophers have ſaid Intheir bookes, that 
 Naturecommeth nighto nature, and Nature is 
liketonature, and Nature is ioynedto nature, 
and Natureis drowned innature, and Nature 
maketh nature white, & Nature doth make na- 
tre red, and generation is retained with genera- 
tion, & generation conquereth with generation, 


CHAP. 1111. 
Of DecotFion,and the effetF thereof. 


6 Now thouthat the Philoſophers have nd- 
,<>med DecoRionintheirBookes,ſaying,thar 
they make DecoQtioninthinges - and that is it 
thatengendreth them,and changeth them from 
Wh . theirſubſtancesandcotours, intoctherſubſtices 
i - and colougs. [ifnogmenſgreds not, Ltellthee in 
in this booke,thou ſhalt proceed rightly. Conſider 
brother,theſeed of theearth, wheron men line, 
how the heate of the Sunneworketh'tn it, till 
ic be ripe, when men and other creatures feede- 
_ vponit,andthat afterwarde Natureworketh on 
it byherhicate within man/,;connerting it into- 

,  hHisfleſhand blood. For likehereto is ouro 
_ - rationofthemaſterie: rhe ſeed whereof (as the 
learned haue ſayde)-isfach,thas bisperfetion 


and proceeding;conſiſtethy.inthefire; which is: 
thecauſe of his life anddearb,without fomwhat 
© comming betweene, and his ſpititualtie; which 
arcnot mingled but wihthe-fires Thus have 1 
toldetheetherruth;as'l haue ſcene and:done ir. 


CHAP. 


DE 
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f CHAP, Vo 1199 1 
Of Swbtiliation,S olution;Coagulation,and commiſſion 
of the Stone, and of their cauſe and end, 


J&; Now, that except thou (ubtiliate the bodie 

till all become water, it will not ruſt and pu- 
trifie, andthen it cannot congeale'the flitting 
(oules, whenthe firetoucheth them: forthe fire 


is that which congealeththembytheaydtherot 


vnto them, Andin like maner havethe Philoſo- 
phers commanded to diſlolue thebodies, tuthe 
end heat mightenter intotheir bowels. Again 
wereturne todiſſoluethoſe bodies, & congeale 
themafter their ſolution, withthatthing which 
cometh nightoit, vntil weioyneall thoſe things 
 Whichhauebeenemingledtogither, by anape 
and fit commixtion,which is a cemperate quan: 
titie, Wikereuponwe ioyne fire and water, carth 


and ayretogither:whenthethick hath bin min- 


gled withthethin,& therthinnerwith the thick, 
the one abydech wich theother , andtheir na- 
rures are changed and niade like, wheras before 
they were fimple.becauſethar pant whichis ge« 
neratiue,beſtowethhis vertue —__ the ſubrill; 
and that is theayre:foritcleauerh» vnto his like; 
and -is a part of the:generation: from'whence 
itreceyncth power tomourcand aſcend vpward. 
Cold hathpower ouerthethick;becauſeit hath 


loſthisheae , and the water is goneour of it; 


and thething appeared vp6it. 4nd the moiflure 
departedby aſcending, &theſubril partofÞ/aire, 
and mingleditſelfewith:it; for tis like vnroit; 

70k 2 and 
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as T he Seerets of A lehimy. 
and of the ſamenature.And whenthethicke bo- 
dic hath loſt his heat and moyſtare,and that cold 
and dcinefle hah power ouer him,andthat thar 
parts haue mingled themſclues, and bediuided, 
and that there is no moyſturecoioyne the partes 
diuidedithe parts withdraw themſclues. And af- 
terwardsthepartwhichis contrary tocolde, by 
reaſon that it hathcontinued, & ſent his heat and 
_ decoction, tothe parts of Yearth, hauing power 
ouerthem, and exercilingſuch dominion ouer 
the cold, that wherebeforeit was in the thicke 
body,itnow lurketh and lierh hid, his part ofge- 
neration is changed, becomming (ubril and hot, 
{11 40Y . and ſtriving todry vpby his hear. Burafterward 
il the ubtillpart(thatcauſethniaturesto aſcende) 
va0E when it hath loſt his accidentall heat, & waxeth 
na ___. - -» cold,thenthenaturesare changed, and become 
| | A,  __ -thicke,anddeſcendtothecemer; where ehrth- 
01: ih *1y natures xreioynedtogither, which vere fub- 
WIN tiliazeandconferted intheir generation,and im- 
Wk, bibed inthem:andfo che moyſture couplerh to- 
\n + Bitherchepartsdivided:butthe earthy endevou- = 
jb  rethtodrie vpthat moyſture,c6paſving itabour, 
| j and hindring it from going one: by means whers 
[' E 0 of.thatwhich betore lay hid, dothnow eppeart 
10s neither canthe moyſturebeſeparated, but is re- 
\! = tainedbythedrineſle. And inlike manet we fee, 
08 that whoſocuer is in theworlde; is retamed by 
| ._ or with his contrarie-, 'as heme with colde, 
and drineſſe with moyſtore, Thus when exe 


lf | ofthem hath beſieged his:Companion', the 
ll ng _ _ thin is mingledwiththeihicke,andthofſethings' 
\ Lo are madeonelubſtance:to ir, their foule hote 
| vo T 39] and 
44 | 
Il} n 
ll 

\ MN 
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and moyR,and theirbody coldeanddrie:thenit 
labourcth to:diſſolueand fubtitiate by his heate 
and moyſture,which is his ſoule, and iriuethto 
encloſeandretaine with his body thatis colde 
and drie. And inthis maner,is his office changed 
and altered from one thing to another. Thus 
have 1 toldethee thetcuth., which I havneboth 
ſcene & a in charge toconuert 
natures from theirſubtiliticand ſubſRances, with 
heate and moyfture; into their ſubſtances and 
colours. Now ifthou wouldfproceed aright in 
this maſtery to obeainethyelbe] paſſe notthe 
boundes that] hauefer thee in this booke,*' 


q T hemanner howto foxethe Spirit. 5 $329 
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Nowealſo,that when the bodle is mingled 
with moyſture, andtharchiVheceofthe fire 
meeteth therewith, rhemoyſtnreiteonuented 
onthe body,anddifſſoluerh it,and TINGS 
cannot iſſue forth, becaufe tisimbibed with the 
fire. The Spirics are fugitive, ſolong as the bo- 
dics xe wingled wichthem,. and firivero reſiſt 

_ thefire & his fame:andiyet theſe parts can hard- 
ly agree withonta good operationand contiqu- ; 
— : [for the/riaare of theſotifers to/als 

V 


"I SG * 


pward, whereesthecemeroftheſouleis: _ 
And. who is hee ahat is ablexojoynetwyo or dis 
vers things togither, whererbeircentersafEdi- 

vers.: vnlef{eiobeafrer cheeconnerfion of rheyr 


— 


oeures,andchangeofthefobliance andthing, 
T0 | F 3 from 


lofſeofthis thiog, proceedeeh fromthe'b 
* yeeldeth profit ta that which isperfett-, 
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romhis nature « whichisdifficulttofinde ont? 
Whoſocuerthereforecanconuerttheſoulein- 
tothe bodie, the bodie intotheſfoule, and there- 


with mingletheſubtile ſpirites,: ſhallbcableto 
IR BIR. 


"IO CHAP. VIL 


Suwf SF 7 


'&f the Decottion, Caribe hledbing 
| \ ons voy 


Rs omatatned to vnderfiand; I De: 


coQion,contrition,cribari6;naunditication, 
and ablution,with ſweet waters is very neceſſa- 


_ rytothis ſecretand maſtery: ſothathewhowill 


beſtow any paines herein, muſt cleanſe ir very 


- well, ndwaſhtheblacknelſefromir, and dark- 


nesthat appeareth in his operation,and ſubtiliate 
the bodie as mich as heecan, ! and afterwarde 
mingletherwith the ſoules dilloltod,and ſpiTics 


| ctranſed ;lolong ache thinke good. -. wo 


CHAP, VIIT. Bs 
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of the quantivicef the Fire, ets Commu> 


REG EIE E SY 


F'Vnhermore, thow- muſt b 
the quantity of the fire; forthe 


einced with 
4 


ofthefirc, W herupon Platoſaid infvisbooke- - 


—_ 


his 


mT to 1bat whidh is corrugy :(o 
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hisquantitic ſhal bemeete & conuenierit,it ſhal 
roiper, but if itſhall exceed meaſure inthin 
it (hal without meaſurecorrupt both: 20 with 
perfect and corrupt: and forthiscaule'it was re- 
quilite rhatthe learned ſhould pouretheir me- 
dicines vpon Elixir, tohinderandremouefrom 


them the burning'of the fir, & his heate. Hermes 


alſo faidtohis father. lamafraide Fatherofthe 
enemieinmy houſe:to-whomhemadeanſwer, 
Son takethedog Coreſcexe, Kthe birch of 4rme- 
»ia,pmthem Of, WL they ſhal bring adog 
of the colour of heauen,anddip him once inthe 
ſea water: for he ſhall keepe 
fend thee fromthyenemie, and ſhall helperhee 
-wherſocuerthou become,alwaiesabiding with 
thee, both inthis world ; _ in the wotldto 
come. Now Hermes meant by the dog &birch, 

fach things as preſerue bodies/from the ſeor- 
ching heatcofthe fire, Andtheſethings arewa- 


ters of Calces and Salts, the compoſitionwhetre.. 


of, istobefoundinrhe Phil ers books,that 

| have written of this maſtery, among; whome, 
;fome hautenamed rr er; _ Birdes 

ALLOY fuchlike; # 


2819-2179 > CHAP IX. CLEE 
437-2110 whe 3 prtion ofthe Elenente | 6351'S 
ts 120225: 3&1 = _ : On 
[Pinout boiber;ealterhir bed 
ous Stonegw hichthePhitoſophershauvena- 
med,magnified, hidd&&concealtd, & put itin a 
Cacarbit wich his Alembick;& dinidehis narures: 


01, | that 


thy friend, and de- . 


; ., 
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Rp EY. that js, the foure clemers,the Eanb,the Water, 
| : = the Aire, andthe Fire. Theſe are the body and 
| |  , _ .ſouletbeſpirirandtinture. When thou haſt di- 


vided thewatcr fromthe earth,andtheaire from 
JN the tire; keepe both ofthem by themſelues, and 
| take that which deſcendeth tothe bottom of the 
laſſe, beeingthe lees,and waſhit with a warme 
fire,til his blackneſſe begon&and histhickneſle 
} departed : thenmake him very white, cauſing 
jy the ſuperfluous moyſturero flicaway, forthen 
 heeſhallbee changed and becomeawhite calx, 
_  Whereinthere isnocloudiedarkenefſe, nor vn- 
cleanneſle, and contrarietie. Aftterwardreturne 
_- backtothe firſt natures, whichaſcended fromit, 
and purifie the likewiſe from vncleannes, black-. 
neſſe, andcontrarietie :and reiterate theſe works = 
 vponthe (o often, vntil they be ſubtiliate,purift- . 
ed, and madethin:which whenthou haſtdone, 
_ thou ſſhaltacknowkdgethat God hath bingra- 
cious vitothee. Know brotherahatthis work is 
one ſtone, imo whichGate&inaynor enter.that is 
tolay,any ſtrangething. Theſearned work with 
\'h this, and from hence proceedetha medicinethar 
48 _-  ginethperfeQtion. T here muſtnothing be min- 
> D _ gledherewith, cither in part orwhole, This 
tone is to befound at all times, incuerie place, 
 andabouteyery man, theſearchwhereot is net 
[i troubleſome to himthar-ſeekerh ir,w hereſocuer 
£3. he be. This Srone is vile, blacke,and ſioking :Ir 
is 


. coſterh' nothing : ir miſtbeeraken alone "it 
 ſomewhatheanie, 'anditis called the Originall 
of theworld, becanſeirriſeth vplikethingsthax 
bud forth. Thisis hisreuelationand apparance 
| | RIES to 
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The Feritof Alhing,” 
to him thurmaketh inquirieakerir it, 


$17 3 


}  CHAP22X; 
t he nature of- clement his 


| birth, 


..1. of 


ws * 


T Ake it chaniſen and ated as the Philoſo- 

pher hath told you/mhisgbooke, when hena- 
med ir rs maner. Take the Stone, no Stone, 
or that is nota Srone;,/ neither is of the natureofa 
Stone. lt isa Stonewhoſe myneis inthetopofthe 
mountaines : and here by mounraines/,thePhiloſo- 
phervaderſtandech liuingecreanres,wherupon he 


ſaide. Sonne, goro the mountaines of 7xdia, andte 


his caues,& pulloutthence precious tones whic h 
will melt in the water whentheyarepmteinto it, 

And this water is that which'is taken from 8ther 
mountaines and hollow places. They areftones 


Sonne,andthey aretor ſtones, but wecallthemſo 


for a Similitude which they hane'to ſtones. And 
thou muſt know,thar theroor&oftheir mYynes are 
intheayre/adcheirropsintheearth;and it wil ea- 
fily be heard v/hentheyare pluckt ouroftheir pl1- 
contietinn will be agreat noyſe.. Goe withthem 


my lone;3oe they willquickly vaniſh awy. 
CH AP. XI. = 


of the eommiſtion of the Elemeits that 
| were ſeperated. iz 
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ry ze incompoſlt frion; which thotheol the 


wholewarki , forthere ſhal[beno compoſiti- 
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andthe ſamething;: And for this eauſerhe ſoule 
muſt partake with the: commodities durablerieſle, 


palſedinto.it, andmixt iu ſelfe withthatwhichwas 
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46 The Serretsof Alching, 

on without marriageand putrefation/ Foe Marri- 
age isto minglethe thinne withthethicke, and P«- 
trefattion, istoroft, grinde,' and water, ſo long till 
all be mingled together and become. one, ſo that 
there ſhould becnodiuerſiticinthem , nor ſepara- 
tion from water mingled with water. Then ſhall 
the thicke labout- 1o- retaine/ the thinne : then 
ſhall the ſoule ſtrinewith the fre; and.endeuour to 


| beareit : then ſhall the Spirite abourtobe drow» 


ned in the bodyes,-and poured foorthintothem, 
And this muſt necdes bee,' becauſe the bodyediF- 
ſolued, when it iscommixt with the Soule, it is 
likewiſe commixt witheuerie partthetof; & ther 
things enter intootheythings, accerdingto theyr 
ſimilitude and likeneſſe, and are changed intoone 


and permanencie,, whichihe body.receiucd inhis 
commixtion. The ks 0s ou beta the Spi- 


 xite inthis tareor petmanentievftbeſouleand: bo. 


by : ior wheneha Spirit arent with 
theſoule by laborious operations: arid: all bjs partes 
with all the partes of the-athtrewd,, to: wit, the 


{ouleandbodie, then: ſhall the Spiriteandthe- 0+ 


ther two, bee comterted/ into one indivilible 
thing, according totheirentireſubſtance, whoſe 
natures have beene preſcrued, and their partes 
haue agreed, and come together: whereby it hath 


 cometo paſſe, that whenthiscompeundehath mer 


witha body diſſolyed,andthatheate hath got hold 
of it, andthat the moyſture which was in it appea- 


reth,and is molteninthediſlolued body; and hath 


of 


T he ſecrets of A lehimsy, 47 
ofthe natureofmoyſture,itis inflamed,andthefire 
_ defendethitfelf with it. T hen when the fire would 
becnflamed with it, it will not (ufferthe fire torake 
holde of it,that isroſay: to cleaue vmtoitwith the 
Spirit mingled with his waer. Thefirewillnoca- 
 bidebyirvncill tbepure.;. Andinlike mannerdoth 
the water naturally flie fromthe fire, wherof when 
thefreharhtaken hold , 'it doth forthwith by little 
andlitlecuaporate.Andthus hath the body beene 
the meanes toretainethe water , andthe waterto 
retainetheoyle, that it ſhould notburne nor con- 
lume away, and the oyle to retaine tinAuure, and | 
zinQure the preciſe cauſe ro make the coſour ap- 
pearcand ſhewforththerinQture,whereinthere is 
neither lighe nor life. Thisthenistherruelife and 
erfeQion of the worke and maſterie which thou 
oughtc for. Be wiſerherefote and vnderſtande, 
andlion ſhalt find wharthou lookeſt for,if it pleaſe 


CHAP. XII, 
Of the ſaletion of the Stonicoinpoun ounded, 


THe Philoſophers moreouer haue taken grear 
ou in diſſoluing, that the body and loule 
might tthebater beincorporate,forallthoſethings 
that are together incontrition, aſlation, andrigati- 
on» haneaceraineaffinitic and alliance betweene 
themſelues, ſothartthefiremayſpoyle the weaker 
of nature, til}-ir viterly | fade! and*vaniſh away,as 
alſo iragain returnethvpontheſtrongerparts, vmil 
the bodie remaine: withour the Soule; Bug when: 
| G 2 - they 
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they are thusdiſlolued and congealed,theytakethe 


- parts one With another, as well great as imall, and 


incorporatethein welltogether,tillthey beconuer- 
red andchanged ivtoonearidthe ſame thing, And 
whenthis is done, the hire taketh from the Soule 
as muchas from thebody,, neither morenor leſle, 


and this.isthe ceuſe of ry For this cauſe it 
c 


is neceſſary (teaching thecompulition:of Elixir) to 
afford one chapter tor expounding the ſolution of 
ſimple bodyes and ſoules,, becauſe bodyes doo not 
enter intoſoules, butdorather withhold and hin- 
derthem from ſublimati6, hxation,retention;com- 
miſtion,andthelike operations, exceprmundifica« 
tion go before, And thou thalt know, that ſolntion! = 
is after one of theſe two wayes: ſor either it extrac- 
teth the inward partsofthings vntotheir Superfi- 
cies,and this is ſolution (atiexample whereot thou 
haſt in Siluerthat ſeemeth cold-anddrie, burbeing: 
diſlolned, and that his inwards appeare, it is foun 

hotand moyR) orelſeitistopurchaſetoa body an 
accidentall moyſture, whichicthad not before, and 
toadde hereunto his ownehumiditie, whereby his 
parts may bediſſolued,and this likewi(cis called ſo- 


lution, : 
| CHA P;, XIIT, 
' Of the coarnlation of the Stone difſalut 4, 4: 
1 « bees SI" £14 "434"4 q 44q* 457.1 
Ome among thelearned haneſaid;Congeale ina 


— bath with a good congelation as I haue tolde 
thee, andthis is Sulphur ſhining in darkneſſe,ared: 


_ Hiaſinth,a firy & deadlypoyſort;the Elixir thatabi- 


matefatlor,: 


deth vppon none,a vitorious Lion; 2 
4 - a ſharpe 


T he Scretsof Alchimys 49 
a ſharpe ſworde, aprecious Triacle, healing enery 
inficmitiz.AndGebertheſonne of Hazenſayd,that all 
the operations ofthis maſtcrie are contained-vnder. 
{ixe things: to pur roflight,romelt; toincerate , ro 
makeas whiteas Marble, todiflolueand congeate. 
Thar putting to flight,isto driueaway and remoue 
blackneſle, on eſpiritand foule: the melting is 
theliquetaQtion of the body: toincerare belongeth 
| Properly tothe body,and is thefubtiliationthereof: 
ro whiten, is properly tqmelt ſpeedily: tocongeale, 
ts to congeale the body with the ſoule alreadie pre- 


» 


prod: Apgaine, flight appertzinethtothe bodyand 


ule: romelt,whiten, incerare;anddiſfolue;belong 
ioncothefoule... Bee 


B 


. #3 


which is the life and workmanſhip of him thar 
knowethit: bur he chat is ignorantofir;' and hath 
not made it,and knoweth not how itis engendred, 
fuppolng itrobeneſtone; 'or tharconceiueth not 
with himſelfe-whatſoeuer I haneſpoken of ir, and 
yer will make a:tryall ofir [a 0 py ray | 
death,and caſteth away his money * for if he-cannor 


finde outthis precious ftone,ancther ſhall not ariſe 
im his place, nether:ſhallmacorescriumph over him, 
His natureis great heare m_ moderation, *He that 

Eq: +3 3 now 


be. T he Secret» of Alchiny, 
now knoweth ir, hath profited by re 


ading this 


| + booke,buthethat remaineth ignorant,hath loft his 


| 


labour, Ithath many properties and vertues , for 
it cureth badies oftheiraccidentalldiſeaſes,and pre- 
ſerueth ſound ſubſtances; injſuch ſore, thattheir ap- 

eaceth in them no perturbations of contraries, nor 
breech oftheir: bond and vnion. : For this.isthe ſope 
of bodies, yeatheir ſpiritand foile, which when ir 
isincorporate with them, diſſolueth them withour 
E: This isthelife ofthedead,and theirrefur- 
rection,a medicine preſeruing bodies, and purging 
fuperfluities. Hethat vnderſtandeth,let him vnger- 
ſtand, and he that is ignorant, lethim bee ignorant 
ftilifor A INNY mony,it is neither 
to beboughtnorſold, Conceive his vertue, value, 
and worth, and thenbeginto worke:wherofalear- 


ned man hath ſaid: God giueththeenotthis maſte- 
rie forthy ſole audacity e K{ubtilitie, with- 


out all labour,but men labor, and God giveth them 
good ſucceſle, AdorethE Godthecreator;zthar 
vouchſafed theeſo great fauor inhis bleſſedworks, | 
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| 11, The muner how tomake the Stone white, 


Owe therefore when thou wilt enterpiſe this 
worthy worke , thou ſhalt: rakethe precious 

Kone,and putitina Cncurbire, couering it-withan 
 Alembicke, being well cloſed with the lute of wil- 
dome, and ſet it in varichotedung ; then ſhalt thou 
diſtill it, putting  receiner vnderit,” whereimo'the 
water may diftill,'and thus thou'ſhalrleaucir, till 

Q ; all 


_ thoucanſt 


The Seeretvof Alching, 'F1 
allthe water be diſtilled, andmoyfture dryed vp, 
and that dryneſle prevaile/ouerit-rheniſhalt thou 
rake it out drie, r obey thatis diſtilled, 
yntillthou haſtneede of-it : thowlhalrrake (1 ay) 
the drie bodie that ed-in the botome of 
the Cucurbite _— andgrinde it,. and putitin a veſ- 
ſell,in eſa gp catneſſe-anlwerable to the quamtitieofthe 
ne, and burie irin verie-hote horſe-dung as 
, theVeſſellbeeitig well ſhut _ 
oh gating j raniyer af 
-when r to Waxe col on 
thou ſhalr gerthceorher tharis freſh; andvery 
andchereinputr hy Veſſell, 'Thus Tat tho 
the ſpace'© rx 
 renas occaſion ſhall ſerve; andt Me rao 
diffolue ofir: ſelfe, ak thicke white wa- 
ter: which when thowbeholdeſttobuſo,thowtſhatr 
'w TEES pirtheretoſormuch ofthe water which 
| haſtkept,as will makerhehalfeofbi 
cloſing) thy Nt with the:lute' of V/Viſedome, 
and put it rrp hotehorfe:dung!, for thai hy is 
hote andmoyft, andthon GernoGabhat 
ſayde) to tenne thedutigs w AY I rs 
' coole, tilltherearme of placky dayes be 
the Medicinethall be congealed inthe like — 
ofdayes,as beforcitwasdifſoluedirn. Again, rake ir 
ardnoretheiuſtweight'ofitz-andarcording tohis 
uantitie, take of i apt oe which:thou madeſtbe- 
ore,grind the body,and ſubtiliateit, and pourethe 


.aweckeand a halfe,that is to ſay,tendaies,thentake 
it out,and thou ſhalt ſeethatthe bedie hath already 
_ drunk vpthe water. fterward grinde it againe, and 
put 


water vpon it, andſer itagainein hot horſ-dung,for . 


The Setvet, II Alcbing, * 
"purtbertrothd likequantitic vf.chat water, as. thou 
idſt before : bury. i in:dung,, and leaue it there 
for ten dayes more;takeitoutagaingzandthou (halt 
find thatthe body hath: already drunke vp the wa- 
ter, Then((as befote) gr rinde it; putting thereto of 
the forelayd water,the toreſaydquantitie, and bury 
itin theforela ddung, and ict it reſt thereten dayes 
longer,and afterwar drawin ut, lo ſha thoudo 
thetourth time alſo: he" being done, thou ſhalt 
driweit forth, nde ir,” and burie itin dung 
rill it beediſſolucd.! Jy avirkdbg take irout; andrei- 
rerateiryet once morezfor thenthe burth is perfe&t, 
and his worke ended. Now wherithis is ray and 
chatthou haſt broughtthisthing10rhis honorable | 
eftate, thou ſhalttakerwo hundred and faftic ___ 
of Lead,or Steele,and:melc it > which beeing'\mol- 
ren, thou ſhalt caſtthereon one dranimeiof 
harus: that is , ofthis Medicine:,; which thou: haft 
brought to this honourable eſtate. , and high de- 
 gree, andir ſhall retaine the Steele of Leade:j that 
it ly not from the fire : it ſhall: make irwhite;'and 
purgei it from hisdroſle and blacknefle.and connert 
1timo atinaure Hy abiding. Ther tdke'a 
dramme oltheſetws amd and fiftie,and project 
it vporvtwo hundred and fiftie drammes:of Steele 
or Copper, and ic ſhall conuent:imo Siluer, better 
_ thenthar of the: Myne.. This ==, ovary and laſt 


workethatircan effet Godwill, . 
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ANd if thou deſireſttoconnertthis maſterie into 
Golde,takeof this medicine ( which as I ſaide, 
thou haſt brought ro this honourable eftate ar”! ex- 
cellencic)the waight of one dramme (and this after 
the manner ofthy formerexample) and put it in a 
veſlell,and bury ir in horſ-dung for fortiedayes,and 
it ſhallbediſſolued : thenthou ſhalt gine it water of 
thedifſolued bodytodrink, firſt as much as amoun- 
teth ro halfe his waight, afterward vntill it beecon- 
gealed,thou ſhalt bury itin moſt hotdung, as is a- 
boue ſayd. Then thou ſhalt orderly proceed in this 
Chapter of Gold , as thou haſt done in the former 
Chapter of Silver : and it ſhall be Golde, and make 
Golde God willing. My Sonnekeepe this moſt (e- 
cret Booke, and commit it'not vnto the handes 
of ignorant men, beeing a ſecret of the ſecretes of 
God : For by this meanes thou ſhalt attaine thy 
deſire. Amen. | 


Here endeth the ſecrets Alching written in Eebrew 
_ byCalid»the ſorneof larich. 


the graſſe,orburiedinthe lides ofthe carth, prove 


JAn excellenr diſcourſe of 


the admirable force and efficacie of Art and 
Nature» written by the famons Frier Roger Bacon, 
Sometime fellow of Merton Collcdze, and 
" afterward of- Braſen-noſe in 
Oxford. 


FAY Ome there are that aske whether 

Ae |of theſe twaine bee of greatcft 
force, and efficacie, Nature, or 
Art, whereto I make aunſwere, 


is more powetfull then naturall vertue, as it is to 
bee feene' in many thinges . But whatſoeuer is 
done withoutthe operation of Nature or Art,is ei- 
ther nohiimane worke, or if.it bee, it is fraudu- 
temly: and colourablic performed : for there are 


ſome; that By a nimble morionand ſhewe of mem» 


bers, or throughthediterfiticof voyces, andſnb- 
tilitie of inſtruments , or in the darke, and by con- 
fent doo propoſe vnto mendiuerle things , ro bee 
wondred at, that haue indeedeno truth at all. The 
worlde is euerie where full of ſuch fellowes. For 
Iuglers cogge many things through the ſwiſt- 
neſſe of their hands:and others with varictie of voy- 
ces, by certaine denices that they have intheirbel= 


' lies , throats or mouthes; will frame menisvoyces, 


farreof, orneare;zsit pleaſeth the, as if a man ſpake 
at the ſame inſtant : yea they will counrerfeite rhe 
foundes of bruit beaſts. Butrthe cauſes hidden in 


it 


Ali ..__ DS, WER. ns... 


of Art and Nature. FF 
ittobeedone by a humaneforce,and not by a !pi- 
rit, as they would make men belecue. | In like ma- 
ner,wherasthey affirmthings without lifero moue 
verie ſwiftly intherwilight of the cuening or mor- 
ning,it isaltogither falſe, and vmtrue. As for con- 
cent, it can faigneany thing that mendeſire, accor- 
ding as they are diſpoſed togither-. | In all theſe 
neither Phylicall reaſon, nor Art, nor 'naturall 
power hath anye place : and for this cavſe it is 
more abhominable, fith it'contemneth the lawes 
of Phyloſophie , and contrarie to all reaſon , in- 
uocateth wicked Spirites, that by theyr helpethey 
may hauetheir deſire. And herein are they de- 
ceyued, that they thinke the Spirits ro bee ſubic 
vntothem , and that they are compelled at mens 
| pleaſures, which is impoſsible : for humane force 
is farre inferiourto thatof the Spirites . And a» 
gens they fowlyerre, to'dreamethatthe curſed 
'irits are called vppe, and figured , by vertne of 
thoſe naturall meaves which they viſe. Moreover, 
they notorioufly offende when they goeabour.by 
invocat'ons , deprecations ,. afid lacrifices to aps» 
peaſerhem, and viethem forthebenefite and com- 
moduieof man, For this were without all com- 
pariſon moreeaſie to bee attayned ar-the handes of 
God , orot good ipirites. Butyet the malignaunt _ 
| ſpirits will no! yeeld vntovsin thoſe things which 
are very hunfull and daungerous, ſane ofarreforth 
a< it pieaſerh God (whoruleth and gouverneth man- 
| i-:de,, for rheſinnesof men ro permit and fſiiffer 
them, Theſe wayes and meanes therefore arc be- 
fide<rhe rulesand precepts of Wiſedome (nay ra- 
ther theyre contrarie vntothem) andihe Phylo- 
fophers did neuer makeaccountof them, 
H 2 __ New 
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Now concerning Charmes, CharaQers,and ſach 
Jike traymperies that are vſed in theſe dayes , 1 ad- 
iadgechem to becall falſe and doubtful. For ſome 
are withoutall ſhewe of reaſon; whereof the Phi- 
loſophers haue made mention in the woorkes of 
Nature and Art , totheende they might conceale 
ſecrets fromthe vnyworthie, as if it wete altogither 
vnknovwne; that the Load-ſtone could attract lron: 
aad one dclirous ro woorke this feate before the 
people, ſnoulde make Characters, and pronounce 
Charmes , that by this meanes he might bring it to 
palle,this worke of his ſhoald be erroneous and de- 
ceittull. Afrer this maner there are manythinges 
hidden inthe Philoſophers bookes, wherein a wiſe 
man muſt bevyare,that negleCting the Charmes and 
 _ CharaQters, heonely attend and make tryall of the 
.* workeof Natnreand Art, And then he ſhall per- 
ceyue things ling, and without life, ro concurre 
and agree in Nature , for the conformitie and 
likeneff: of their Natures , and not by. vertue of. 
the: Chacme or Character: whereas the {1mple 
. people ſuppoſe manie things to bee- wrought by 
'  Magicke, which are nothing elſe but the ſecrete 
of Art and Nature, Yea, the Magitians themſelucs 
doo vainelie repoſe Inch confidence ,' in theyr 
Charmes and CharaQters, as though they ſhould 
receyve power froin them, thar in the meane 
time they ſorſake rhe woorke of Arte and Na- 
eure , And by this meanes both theſe kinde of 
men are depryued of the benefite of VViſedome, 
theyr owne fellye ſo conftrayning . Neuer- 
theleſle , there are cercaine deprecations 'long 
ſince, frame? and inftituted by fairhf1ll men, or ra- 
ther ordained by God himſelfe,and his Angets; that 
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may retainetheirpriſtine and ancient vertue, as it is 
yetrobee ſcene in many Countreyes, wherethey 
make certain prayers ouer [ronred hot, & ouerthe 
water of yriuer, & ſuchlike, thereby to approuethe 
innoceat,and codemnethe guilty :andtheſethings 
are thoughtto be brought topaſleby the authority 
of theprelates. For euEthe prieſts themſclues do vie 
Exorciſmes, as we may reade intheconſecration of 
bleſſed water,and the old law ofthe water of puriti- 
cation, wherby adultery & breach of wedlock was 
fifred ont. Andther are many other ſuchlikethings. 
Bur as for thoſe things thatare contained in the Ma- 
gicians books, we muſt viterly reietthem, though 
they bee not altogether deuoydeof truth, becauſe 
they be ſo ſtaffed with fables, that thetruth cannor 
bediſcerned from falſhoold. So that we muſt giue 
nocredit to ſuch as ſay, that Selomonand other lear- 
ned men made them : for theſe bookes are notre- 
ceiued by the authoritie ofthe Church norof wife 
men, but by Seducers, thattakethe baretetter and 
makenewe bookesrhemſelues, and fillthe world 
with their new intentions,asdaily experiencetea- 
eheth vs. Androthe ende men might bethemore 
throughlyalluced, they giueglorious titles rorheir 
workes.end fooliſhly afſcribethemroſuch and fact 
Authors, |asthongh they ſpake nothing ofthem- 
ſelves: and write baſe matters ina loftie ſtile, and 
with$ cloke of a text do hidetheirt own forgeries. 
Buras for CharaQeers, they areciiher words vnder 
theformeof ſome letters, containing in them the 
matter ofa prayer, orelſethey are made forthe fer- 
nice and worſhip of certaineStars at ſpeciall.times, 
Of CharaQters, in the firſt ſence, weareto iudgetn 
the ſameſort, as wedid of prayers : butas fortheſe 
| H 3 latter 
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 Jatter fignres and CharaQters,it is well knownethart 
they hauenovertuenorefticacieatall, vnleſſe they 
be framed intheir proper ſeaſ6s, For which caute he 
that maketh them as he findeth them, inthe books, 
_ obſerning onlythe figure wherein hefolloweth F-is 
ſampler,is iudged by al wiſemento doiuſtnothing. 
But contrariwiſe,he that workethaccording tothe 
aſpect ofthe heauens, in due conficllations is a- 
ble notonely to diſpoſe of his Characters, but e- 
nen of all his works, as well artificiall as naturall,a- 
greeabletothe influence ofthe heauen, Neuerthe- 
| leſſe,forſomnchasitis very difficulttoperceiuerhe 
certainty of heauenly bodies, many are ouertaken 
with grofleerrors, & fewtherearethat can truly % 
profitably order anything. And hence it isthat the 
common Mathemarticians judging and working by 
Magick Starres, and by workes, as it wereiudge- 
ments atchoyſetimes, become nothing famous, 
althoughrhey bee right cunning , and throughly 
acquainted with the Arte, and are able to brin 
many things to paſſe. Bur it muſt not bee for- 
gotten that the skilfull Phiſition and any other, 
of what profeſſion ſoeuer may to good purpoſe 
vſe Charmes and CharaQters , though they bee 
fained after the opinion of Confantinag the Phi- 
ſition : not as though Charmes and CharaQers 
conlde workeany thing ,- but that the Medicine 
=. Wp bee the more wr'lingly and readily recey- 
ved, and that the mindeof the patientmight bee 
excited, become more confident, and bee fil- 
| led with ioye : for the Soule thus 2ffeed, isa- 
ble to rene many things in his ownebodie, in- 
ſomuch that it may recover his former health, 
throughthe ioy and hope it hathconceined. If 
thereſore 
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therefore the Phyſition forthe magnifying of his 
worke, doo adminifterany ſuch thing , that his 
patient may not diſpayre of his health, it is not 
to bee abhorred if wee will creditethe ſayde Con- 
fantinus , For hee in his Epiſtle of thoſe things 
which may be hanged aboutthenecke , grauntet 
that Charmes and CharaQters may thus bee vied, 
and in this cauſe defenderh them : for the ſoule 
hach great power ouer the body through his 
ſtrong and forcible operations, as _{nicenne 
fayth in his Bookesof the Soule, and inhiseighe 
booke of living Creatures, and in this poyntall 
' Wiſe men agree + and for this cauſe ſicke folkes 
are ſuffercd to {ce playes, and pleaſaunt thinges 
are brought vnto them :. yea, oftentimes follow- 
ing theyr humour, wee giue them many contra- 
ry thinges, becauſe the affeQion and appetite 
ofthe ſoule onercommeth licknefſe. Nowefor- 74. quaniie 
fomuch as hy q uh muſt in no wiſe bee empay- iscalledby the 
red, wee arc MSenely to conſider that every A- E28%ans Pate 
gent (notonely ſubſtances, butlikewiſe Accideis plc noel, 
of the thirdkinde of Qualities worketha vertue, An cxample. 
and maketh an apparance in the outward nature, apa is 
and that there agecertain ſenſible vertues in things, Twcemeſſe in 
This therefore may worke avertueand kinde our _ _—_ 
of it ſeife,andthe rather becauſe itis more excellent ofpaſion . 
then other corporall things, bur cheeſely for the whenwebluſh. 
wornhinelle of the foule. Andmendo nor exerciſe > we” +. =: 
onlythrough heat , but ——— are ſtirred vppe through frares 1g 
withiachem, asthey likewiſe are in other living = 
creaures. And welſeethatſomecreatnres arechan- - 
ged,anddochangeſuchrthings as areobedientvmto 
themzas forexample : TheBaliliſke ſlaierhsmanif 
irdoo bur beholdehim:, the wolfe as 75 
"io 10arle 
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hoarſe, ifit ſpie him firſt : andthe Hyens (as Solinms 
reporteth in his wonders of the worlde and other 
Authors) will nor ſuffer adogtobarke within his 
| ſhadow, Yea, Ariſtotle ſayth inhis booke of Vege- 
tables,thatthe trutes of the female Palme trees wax 
ripebytheſmell ofthe male Palmes: and in ſome re- 
g10ns, Mares conceine with yong throughthe very 
ſent of the horſes, as Solinw recordeth : and many 
ſuchthings happen through the kinds and vertues 
of creatures and plants,euen many ſtrange & won- 
derfullthings, as 4ri/otle affirmerh in his booke of 
Secrets, Now if plants and living creatures cannot 
attaine vnto the excellencie of mansnature, they 
: ſhall much lefſebeableto workevertues & kinds, * 
and ſende toorth colours for the alterations of bo- 
dies withourthem : whereupon. ri/otlefſaith in 
| hisbookeof Sleep & Watching, that ifa menſtrous_ 
| woman beholde her ſelfe ina looking glaſle, ſhee 
will infeCtit, ſothatthere will appeare acloude of 
bloud, And Solinws reporteth, that in Sytbia there 
are women which hauea double Ball or applein 
one eye(which cauſed Onzd toſay, Nos queque pupil- 
la duplex) who'whenthey are angry, ſlay men with 
the very looking onthem. And we know that a man | 
of anill complexion, haning ſome contagious diſ- 
eaſc,astheleproſie orfalling-ſickneſle, ora ſharpe 
agne, or very bad eyes, andthelike, poyloneth and 
infetethothers that are in his company : but con- 
trariwiſe, menofa good and healthie complexion, 
eſpecially yong men, do comfort others, and make 
men ioyfull with their preſence, which commeth 
to paſſe by reaſon of their delicate Spirits - theyr 
holſom and pleaſant vapours:their kindly & natural 


| heate: Ifay tis by meanes of the ſpirits and vertnes 
which 
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which proceedefromthem, as Galenteacheh vs in 

' Techm. Andtheſethings become hurtfiil, if theſoule 
be corrupted with many grofle ſins, beeing'covpled 
.withadileaſed body of an cuill complexion: and in 
-like caſe is it, ifthere bea feruent appetite, and vehe- 
menedeſireto hurr and miſchicte.For then thena- 
ture of the complexion and ſoundneſle woorketh 
:more forcibly by the copitations of theſoule, and 
longing deſires that itharh; For which cauſethe 
Leper that earneſtly wiſheth\, andwith excecding 
carcſulneſle intendethtoinfet ſomebody thar ſtan- 
deth before him,doth both more ſpeedily and dan- 
erouſlyinfeQ him, then he could have Cone if he 
had norbeforehand thought hereof, defired and 
parpoſed'irt. 'For Nature (as 4 wiren teacheth, in 
the forcſayde places) obeyerh the thoughts , and 
vehement deſires of the Soule- yea, there ſhonld 
 beenoop nat all in men,' if the naturall ver- 
rue in the members did not ſubieQ'it ſelfe to the 
thoughts anddefires ofthe foule. For (as Avicen 
reacherh' in the thirde of the Metaphyfickes) the 
firſt moouer is a thought , and the next a deſire 
conformable-ts the thonght : And laſt of all , the 
verrue ofthe Soule in the members, which yeel- 
deth obedience to the deſire and thought , and 
tharboth in euill andgood . VVhereuponwhen 
theſe thinges are to bee ſcene in a man, a good 
complexion, health of bodie , youth, beaurie; 
comly proportion of the members , and a Soule 
 freefrom finne, an carneſtthought and vehement 
deſire to ſomeworke, then whatſocuer may be ef- 
feRedbythekinde andvertueof man, by theſpirits 
and narurall heare,it muſt ofneceſsiticbe more for- 
cibly andthroughly wrought by theſe & ſuch like 
©. I ſpirits, 
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Spirites ',, Vapours, - and influences-, then if anie 
ot thele were wanung » eſpecially-it there bee an 
earncſtdeiire and forcible intention. So then many 


| ſtraunge matters may bee brought to palle by the 


woordes and Workes of man' - when all the tore- 
named caules doo.concurre and mecte together: : 


for wordes proceede from within by thettoughrs 


ofthe Soule, . and deſire, commeth by the morion 
of the Sprites, heate and yacall arterie- And the 
generation of theſe 'thinges, hath open wayes, 
through which is a great paſſage ot $pirits, heare, 
euaporation, vertue and kindes, which may bee 
made by the Soule and; heart. ...\ [By reaſon where» 


of, there are alterations and 'chaunges.made in 

- thinges ſpiritual (other things beeing anſwerable) 
| by words according to that natural! power which 
_.  4sdue vnto them... For wee ſee that by reaſon of 


 theſeandſuchlike arteries, gaſpings and yawnings, 


and many: reſotutions of rhe 'Spirires, and''of heare 
ariſe from the heart in theinwarde partes: which 
ſometimes hurt vs, whenthey proceede from a cra- 
zie body,that is,of an euill complexion: and againe 
they greatly profite and comfort vs, when they 
come froma pureand ſound bodice of a good: com- 
plexion, Inlike ſorttherefore,there may beſomeina+ 


rurall, operations inthe generation 00 A BTR 


tionof.woordes, wkhanimem anddelire of wors 
King :{gthatnot without good cauſe wevſeto ſay, 


that a linely voy ceis of great efficacie, not becauſe 
it hath thiat vertue,whichthe Magitians dreameof: 
or thatit is.ablero make and alter as others thinke, 
bt becavſe it is asnati:zrehath ordained, We.muſt 

therefore be verie circumſpect in theſerhings : ſor 


- a man may calUytread awry. and many ercein both 
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partes, 'Somedeniethar thercis any operation: but 
othersexceedeand flic vnto Magicke. And hence 
it is,that there are ſomany.bookesin theworlde of 
charmes,and charaQters,praters,coniurations, ſacri- 
fices,andſuchlike, that are meere Magicke :'as the 
booke of the offices of Spirits,the book ofthe death 
of the'Soule, thebookeof Art notorie; and-infinite 


moreof thelame kinde, that containetior inthem 
thepowerof Art or Nature, butare wholy ſtuffed - 


with the idledcuiſes of vainemagitians: Yet it muſt 
be remembred , rhat many bookes are aſcribed to 
Magitians, whichin truth arenorſuch; bur con- 
taine inrhem the exceltencie of wiſdome;: Now a- 
moneſt theſe, which areſuſpeted, and whichnor, 
eiicrye mans particular experience ſhall inſtraQ 
him. Forifinany of them wee can'meere with 2 
warke of Nature or Art, letvs makechoyſe of that: 
if not , let vs4eaue it as ſuſpicious," and ill beſce- 
ming awiſe man. - [Iris the partof a Magitian fo 
to handle'thinges necdleſſe and ſuperfluous : for 
(as //aak indgeth inhis booke of Feuers) the reaſo- 
nabie Soule1s'nor hindered in her operations, vn- 
lefle ir bederayned by ignoraunce. And ©Arifotle 
ſaycth in his booke of Secretes, that in ſuch mar- 
ter aſoundeand healthy perſon may doo any thing 
that is expedient for men, though nor without rhe 
influenceofdiuine vertue: & inthe third ofthe Me- 
reors,heſaith, that rhereisno vertne, butit cometh” 
from God: and abourthelarter end of his Ethicks, he 
afnirmeth, that there is no vertne,neither Mora},nor 
Naturall; endued vrith aceleſtiall vertue, with- 
_ outadiuine and celeſtiall influence. Sotharwhen 
we ſpeake ofthepower of particularagents, wedn 


notexcludetheregiment ofthe vniuerial _—_— 
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firſt cauſe., For cuery firſt cauſe hathagreater influ- 
enccinthcthing cauſed, thenthe ſecond caule, as it 
appearathby the firſt propolition ot cauſes. 

Now will | begintorecount vnto you ſtrange 
things, performed by Arte and Nature, andaticr- 
wards I will ſhew you thecauſes and manners of 
things, wherein ſhallbee nothing Magicall: fo that 
you (hall confeſſeall Magicke powerrto beinferior 
to theſe, and vaworthieto becompared withthem. 
And ficſtof all bythe figurationot Artitlelte:There 
' may bee made inſtruments of Nanigation with- 
out men to rowe in-them : as huge Shippes to 
brookethe Sea,onely with one manto ſteerethem, 
which (hal ſaile farremore ſwiftly then itthcy were 
full of men. AndChariots that ſhall mooue with 
an vnſpeakeable force, without any living crea- 
rure to. ſtirre them © ſuch: as the crooked Chari- 
- otsare ſuppoſed to haue beene ; wherein in olde 
timethey vicd to fight, yeainſtruments to fliewith- 
all, ſothar one fitting in the middle of the Inficu- 
ment, and turning aboiut.an Engine, by which the 
winges beiog artificially compoſed may beate the 
ayreafterthe manerot a flying bird. Beſides, there 
may bee madea ſmall Inftrument in quamitie , to 
lift vppe , and [ct downe things of great waight, 
then which there is nothing morecommodiousto/ 
weigh with. For by an Inftrumentof three fin= 
gers higb, and three fingers broad and lefſe quan- 
titie, may amanridde himlelfe, and his compani-- 
ons from all daunger of impriſonment, and lift 
them vp, and let themdowne. Yeaſich an Inftru- 
ment may eaſily be made, whereby a man may vio- 
[ently draw vnto him athouſand men,willthey,nill 
they,andany otherthing.: vel 


More- 


- 
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Moreouer inftruments may be madewherewith 
men may walkein the bottome of the Seaor Ri- 
vers without bodily danger,which _dlexanderthe 
great vied, totheendehe might beholderheſecrers 
ofthe ſeas, as the Ethick Philoſopher reporteth: 
andtheſe hauebinmadenot ongly intimes paſt, bue 
euenin our dayes, And it is certainethat there is an 
inftrumenttofliewith , which I neuer ſawe, nor 
know any mi that hath ſeene it, bur I full wel know 
by namethe learned manthat inuented the ſame. In 
aworde, a man may make aninfiniteſort of ſuch 
things :  as'bridges ouer Rivers without poſtes or 
ters , andinfirumentsandenginsneuer heard of 
efore. LAN 
Bur phyſicall figurations are far moreſftrange: for in 
 fuch maner may we frame perſpeQts and looking- 
glaſſes, Þonething ſhallappearetobe many, as one 
man ſhall feeme awholearmie, and divers Sunnes 
and Moones, yea, as many as weepleaſe, ſhall 2 
peareat onetime: forinſuch wiſe ſometimes arethe 
vapours figured, that two orthree Sunnes,and two 
Moones appeare together inthe ayre,as Phnie wit- 
neſſeth inthe ſecond booke of his natura!l Hiſtory. 
For by the ſame reaſon that one thing may ſeemeto 
be many boos it may likewiſe ſeeme to be infinite. 
thingsbecauſethatwhenonceit hath exceeded his 
vercue, there isnoſettenymberto beaſſigned: for 
thus Ari/otlereaſoneth in the Chapter Pewacruo.So 
that by this meanes a man my ftrike infinite errors 
into any citie or army,inſomuch that eitherthrough 
the manitolde apparition; of ſtars,or of men gathe- 
redtogether againſtthem, they ſhonld vrrerly pe- 
riſh, bur in eſpeciall,ifrhere follow ſuch aninſtru- 
ment whervyyith atthe firſtthey may be h:d. For ſo 
- Sj ' may 
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may the perſpeQts befrained,tharthings moſt farre 
oft may ſeeme moſt. nigh ytto vs, and clcane 
contrarie, So thatwe may reade verie ſmall letters, 
anincrediblediftance from vs,” and beholde things 
how little ſocuer they bee, and makeftarresto ap- 
feare whereſoeuer wee will.. And it is thought 
that /al14 Ceſx did from the Seacoaltes in Frannce 
marke and vbſcrue the diſpoition and (ituation 
ofthe Caſtles and Citties oftheleſſer Brytannie by 
the helpe ot great glaſſes. Bodyes alſo may ſobre 
fram:d, that the greateſtthings thallappeare tobe _ 
theleaſt, the Higheſt ro bee the loyeſt, the moſt 
ſecret tobee themuRt maniteſt, and-inlike fortthe 
contrarie. I husdid Socrates perceiue thatthe Dra- 
gon(which deſt oicd the Citicand countrey adioy= 
ning with his noyſome breath , and contagiuus in« 
fAluence)did lurke in the dens betweenethe moun- 
tains. Andthus may allchingsthataredone incitics 
or armies bediſcoueredby penemies. Again.in futch 
wiſe may bodies be framed, that venimous and in» 


 feQious influences may bebrought whitheraman 


will. And thus it is reported,that .{rifotle inftruc- 
ted Alexander: through which inftruQtion,the poy- 

ſon ofa Baliliske becing lift vp vponthewallot aci-. 
tie againſt an armie, brought it imtothe Citie., And 

belidesalltheſe,we may ſo frameperſpes, that a- 
ny man entring/ imto@houſe,. hee ſhouldeindeede- 
ſee golde, and (ilner, and precious ſtones, and: 


\whatelſe he will, but when he maketh haſte:othe 


place, hee ſhall findeiuſtnothing, Bur-ir appertai- 
neth ro higher powers of figurations, thatbeames 


ſhowl(d bee brought and aſſembled by divers flexi- 


os and reflexions in any- diſtance that weewill, 
to burne whatſocucr is oppolite ymo it, as it-is: 
witnclled 


Art ant Nature, C.; 
witneſſed by thoſe perſpeQts that burne before 


and behinde, according as certaine authours teach. 


in their bookes treating of theſe matters. But the 
greatcſt and cheefeſt ofall figurations andthings fi- 


gured, is rodeſcriberhe heanenly bodies according 


to their length and breadth-ina corporall figure, 
wherinthey may corporallymouewith adaily mo- 
tion. Theſe things are worth akingdometoa wife 
and diſcreer-man. Lertheſe things ſuffice for exam- 
ples of figurations,though many orher wonderfull 
.things might beproduced. Now-hereunto there are 
certaine other, to be annexed withour figurations, 


Ananydiſtancethart wee will, 'weemay artificially 


make a burning fire of Salt Peererandother things, 
' asalſoof oyle, red Perrolium, and/ſuch like: and 
moreouer of Amber, of Naptha, white Petroli- 
um, and the like : according/to that which Pliny 


taine Citie ainſttheRo- 
mane armie : forheeburnt an ouldiorwith 
diuers things which he caſtar him, The Greeke fire 
isnar muchvnlike theſe, and manyotherburning 
abings./ 077-1 ge i019 07 20707 DAD INH. : 


Beſides,there may bemadeperperuallHi hes,and | 


bathesburning-withoutend, for wehaue knowne 
many: that are norburned, bur purified. Bur oner 
amnd'beſidestheſe; thereareorherthings of Nathre 
_ thit will amaze and -aſtoniſhvs to heare of them; 
for noyſes may beemade inthe aire likethunders, 
yea with greater horror then thoſe that come by 
Nature : foralittle matter fited tothe quantitic of a 
 thumbe, makerh ahortiblenoyſe, and worderfull 
lighening. And this isdoneaferſundryfaſhions, 
whereby any citicand armicmay Pt Es 
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the maaner of skilfu1ll Gedeon, who having onely 
threehundreth men, diſcomfied the hofts of the 
Madianites,with broken pitchers,and lamps, & fire 


.iſſaing our with an vnſpeakeablenoyſe. | heſc are 


maruailous things, if menknewe how tovſe them 
effcually induequantitic and matter. | 
But nowelwill propoſe many ſtrange things of 


-anotherkind , which althoughthey hauc nogreat 
profice, yetarethey amoſt 1 mage demonſtration 


of wiſedome,and may be vicd forthe proving of a- 
ny ſecetthings, whichthernde mukitude gainſay, 
being like totheattraQtionof Ironby the Adamant. 


For who would belecueſuch anattraftion, vnleſle 


he beheldeit? and there be many wonders of nature 
inthisdrawing ofthe Iron, that are vnknownero 
thecommon people, as experience teacherh the 
ſtadious, But theſe things are greater and morein 


number : forthere isthelikeattraQion of allmet- 
talsby theStone of golde and filuer: and the Srone 


runneth to Vineger.Ycaplants, andthe parts of li- 
uing creaturs becing locally diuided the one from 
the other,will notwithſtanding by a naturall mori- 
onconcurre and come together again. Now when 
I had beheld theſe and ſuch like things, and conſi- 
dered them well, I thought nothing incredible, 
neyther in diuvinenor humane things. Yetthere 
are greater behinde then theſe. For the whole 
power of the Mathematickes (according ro the 


praQtiſe of Ptolowy,in the.8,ve 4lmageſto)ſerterh bur 
an inſtrument vppon the ſuperficies, wherein all 
chings that are inthe heauen ſhall betruely deſcri- 
bed with theyr lengths and breadths: but that they 
ſhould naturally mooue with a daily motion, is 
notin the Mathematicians power. Yet doththe 
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_ of Art an1 Nature. 69 
fairhfull and induſtrious praQtifioner,carneftlyde- 
tireromakeit of ſuch a matrer and after ſuch a man- 
ner. That the heavens ſhould be naturally moved 
with a daily motion, 'ſeemeth impoſſible vnto 
him , becauſe many4hings are carryed with the 
motion of the heauenly bodyes,as Comets, andthe 
ſea when it flowerh , and other things: eyther 
wholy orin parte - for then ſhould all inftruments 
of Aftrology be in vaine; as wellthoſe which have 
beene inuented bythelcarned, as thoſe rhathave 
beene deviſed by the'common fort, neyrher 
ſhoulde 4 Kings rreaſnre bee ſkant comparable. 
Morecouer,” there may yet greatet things bee per- 
fortied, though nor in relped? of their ſtraunge- 
neſle, yet if wee regardeapublike or privarecom- 
moditie, nam yzto gette as great plentie of golde 
and filuer as'we liſt, nor by a poſſibilitic of Neture, 
bur by the perfeQion of Art , foraſmuch asthere 
areſeuenteence manners of golde, whereof eight in 
number haue a commixtion of Argent-uive with 
gold. Now the firſt kinde of goldeis made of cer- 
raine parrs of golde, and ſome partes of filter, vn- 
till wee reach vntothe two and twentieth degree 
of Gold, alwayes augmenting onedegreeof gold 
with one of (ilner : and there are as many more 
of the admixtion of Frafle with Golde. So that 
thelaſtmanner conſiſterhof foure and rwentiede-. 
grees of pure golde, withour the acmixtion of a- 
ny other metal! - and nature cannot proceede 2- 
ny further, asexperience teacheth. Pur Art may 
augment gold very mvch inthe parts ofpurity,and. . 
likewiſe accompliſh ir withovrt fraude or couine. 
Bur this is a greater marter then the former, that 
although thercaſonable ſoule cannot bee conſtrat- 
K ned; 
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ned,yermay ſhe be effectually diſpoſed,indued,and 
prouoked, freelycochange her maners, afteQions 
anddelires, according to another mans pleaſures: 
and this may becft<Qtcd, nor in one particular per- 
ſon alone, but inthe whole body ofa Citie, or peo- 


ple ofa Kingdome. And ſuch a matter 4ri/otletea- 
cheth in his booke of Secrets, as well of anation,as 


of an army or priuate perſon. T heſethings are al- 
moſt as much asnatuceor Art areabletoperforme. 


. But yet the laſtdecree, whereintheperfeCtion of 


Art can doo oughts with all the power of nature, 
is the prolonging of life for a great ſpace, andthe 
pollibilitic hereof is approued by many experimers. 
For Phnie reporteth, thatthere was a Souldiourlu- 
ſtieand ſtrong both in body & mindathatcominued 
healthy beyond the accuſtomedag- of man, -who 
when 0 auianus A #2uftus z35ked him whathe did 
that made him liue fo long, made aunſwere ina 


riddle,that he vied oyle outwardly,and ſweet wine 


inwardly, Bur afteewards there fell out many ſuch. 


- things: for ona time; as a hysband man wasplow- 


ing,he chanced to findea golden veſſell with a pre-- 


_ cious licour, which he ſurmiſing tobe thedew of 


heanen, waſht his face with it, and drankethereof , 


- and was incontinentlyrenewed inSpirite, in body, 


and in quickneſfle of witte : for which cauſe, ofa 
plow-man hee was made portertotheKing of Sici-. 
ly : this hapned intherime of king 0Z«-.Belides, 
i: is confirmed by theteſtimonyofthe Popes lerters,, 
that 4lmanichus becing Captaine among the Sara-- 
censtook amedicine,by the benifit wherof, he pro- 


longed his life fue hundred yeares. . Forthe king 
to whom hee was priſoner, received Ambaſſadors 


fromking M42#5 wichthis medicine,but foralmuch. 


as 
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ashe ſuſpeQeditiobepoyſon , he would needes 
make a tryall of it in this Captive. In like man- 
ner, the Queene of Tormery in great Britany, ſee- 
king after a white Hart, lighted vppon an Oyrt- 
ment , wherewith the Keeper of the forreſt had 
noynted his whole bodie, the ſoles of his fecte 
onely excepted : he livedthree hundreth yeares 
without corruption, faue. that hee was troubled 
with the goute inhisfeete. And weehaue obſer- 
ued many Countrey-men in our dayes, who; 
without the counſell: and adutſe of Phiſitions, 
haue lived a' hundred and three ſcore yeares, 'or 
_ there abouts. ' And:theſe things are approoned 
_ by the worksofbruitbeaſts,asnamely inthe Hart; 
the Egle,theSerpent, and many other, that by the 
vertue of hearbes and ſtones renewe theyryouth. 
For which cauſe-wiſe men haue addieQed rhem- = 
ſclues ro ſearch outfuch aſecrer, pronoked there- 
unto-by the example of brute Beaſtes, —_— 
- it to bee poſſible for man to obtaine that whic 
is not. denied-10 vnreaſonable creatures . And 
hence is it , that Artephias in his Booke, intituled 
the Wiſedome of Secretes, diligemly obſeruing. 
the force and power of liuing creatures and ſtones, 
and ſuch like things,tothe endthat he mightbeac- 
quainted with Natures Secrets, but eſpecially 
to attaine the knowledge howe to lengthen the 
life, boaſteth of himſelfethathelived athouſande 
and fue and twentie yeares. 

And the poſſibilitic of the prolongation of life,is 
hereby confirmed, becauſctheſoule js naturally im- 
mortall,and ablenot todic :foreuen after it had bin 
polluted withſinne,it wasable to live aboutathou- 
ſande yeares, and ER by little and _ 
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| thelengthof !ife was abbreuiated and waxed ſhor- 
ter. Now this abbreucation muſt needes bee acci- 
 dentall, & therefore it may either inthewholeor in 


parte bee prolonged. Andit we will ſecke outthe 
accidentall caule ofthis corruption, we ſhall finde 
that it proceedeth not fromthe heanen, noranie 
thing elſe, but for lacke ofadueregiment of health, 
Forin this age of ours, thefathers are corrupted, 
and therefore begette. Sonnes of a corrupt com- 
plexion and compotlition, and theyr Sonnes for 
the ſame cauſe doo corrupt themſelnes, and this 
corruption deſcendeth from the fathers into the 
Sons,(o long ,tillatthe laft, the ſhortnes of life doth 
continually preuaile,as it appeareththis day. Ne- 
uertheleſle,it cannot hence beneceflarily inferred, 


that life ſhall alwayes bee ſhorrned, becauſe there 


is a time appoynted for humane things , and for 
the moſt, what men live ſeuentie yeares, and: 
thereſt oftheyr dayes are akogether labour «nd 
ſorrow. But there may aremedie bee founde out 


forthe particular corruption of euery mar, that 


istroſay, if eneric one for his parte from his 
youth vpwarde, will exerciſe a perfeQ 'gonern- 
ment of health, which conſiſteth in meate and 
drinke, inſleepe and watchfulneſſe, in motion and 


_ reſt, 'in evacvation and conftriiion, in the ayre 


and in the diſpofition of the minde : for if anie 
man would obſeruethis manner of government 
from hisnatiuitie, he ſhon{dliveas long as his na- 
ture(which herecciued of his parents) would per- 
mit him, and be bronghtrothe fartheſt end of that 
naturefalnefrom originall inftice : butthis hecan 
no way paſſe : for this regiment affoordethno re- 
medic againſt the auncient corruption of parents. 

Yet 
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Yetit is impoſsib!ethat a man ſhould with ſuch mo- 
deration carrie himſelfe in all theſe thinges, asthe 
ruleot heakhrequireth : and therefore it is of ne- 
ceſcitic thatthe:abbreuiation and ſhorrning of our 
dayes ſhould ſpring fromthis headalſo, and not 
onely fromthe corruption of our parents. But the 
cienceof Phylicke doth ſufficiently preſcribe and 
determine this maner of regiment : though nei- _ 
ther rich nor poore, learned nor vnlearned , no not 
even the Phyſicions themſelnes ( howe abſolute 
ſo euertheybee)are able indifferemly to obſerue 
theſethings inthemſclues, nor in other men , Not- 
withſtanding , Nature faylethnot inthings necc{- 
farie,nor Art beeing perfeQt and compaQt , yea ra- 
ther it is ablero breake out againſt accidental! paſsi- 
ons, and either wholy orinpart toaboliſh them. 
And inthe beginning whentheage of men firſt be- 
an todecline, aremedie might calHy haue beene 
Bund out: but after ſixethouland yeeres and more, 
it is adifficult marterto preſcribearemedie. Neuer- 
theleſſe, wiſemenmooued with the forcſaid con- 
ſiderations , haneendeuovred ro finde out wayes, 
nu. onelye agaytiſt the defeQ of enery particulzr 
mans regiment , bnt atfo agaynſ the corruption of 
Parents : not thatmen ſhould be ableroreach vnto 
- thelifeof Adam, or Artephivs, byreafon of the cor- 
rupticnwhich daily encreaſeth, but that they might 
prolong their lines for a huedred yeares or fome- 
what more, beyondethe commonage of mennow 
living , fo that the diſeaſes vſnallyaccompanying 
olde age, might bee kepr backe for z time , and 
though not' vtterly prohibited and taken quite a- 
way, yetthey might be mittigated and diminiſhed, 
thatthelife might be pry prolonged _— c 
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the expeCation of men, but alwayes within the vt- 
moſt bounds and limits. Forthere is one tearme of 
Nature appoyntcd to the firſt men after ſinne en- 


tered into the worlde, and another alotted tocue- 


rye man by the proper corruption of his-parents. 


 Theſetwo wee cannot palle : forthough wee may 


paſſethe later , yer areweenotable towriue vnto 


the former: .I am of opinionthata wiſe man may 


iothis age attaine thereto, the poſsibilitic and apt- | 
nefſe of humanenature,beeingtheſamenowe that 


' it was in the firſt men : and no maruaile, ſecing 


thar'this aptneſle extendeth. it ſelfe to immorta- 
litie, as it was before {inne, and ſhall bee after the 
reſucreQion,, Butif youſay,thatneither 4r-#otle, . 
Plats, Hippocrates,nor Galen, attained hereto. I aun- 
ſwere, that they were ignoraunt euen of manye 
meane vertues, Which afterwarde were familiar to 
thoſethat were ſtudivus, T heſetherefore might ca- 
fily bee hiddenfromthem,chough they laboured to 


\  finde themour- but they bulied themſclues roo 


much in other matters ; and waxed olde inatrice, 
ſpending their life in baſe and vulgar things; ,- and 


2 yer they were acquainted with many ſecrets. For we 


nowethat _Y1:/otle ſayth inthe Predicaments, that 
thequadrature of a Circle may bee knowne , al- 
though it beenot yet knowne, Whereby hee eon- 
feſſeth,that both himſelfe, and all mentill his time 
were ignorant of it. But now adayes weeſee that 
thetruth is knowne,ſothat 4riFotle might well be 
ignoraunt ofthe greatef} of Natures Secrets. And 
againe,wiſe men areat this preſent ignorant of ma- 
ny things, which the commonſortof Students ſhall 
knowe hereafter, Sothen this obieQion is altoge- 
ther vaineand fooliſh. 

y Thus 
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Thus hauing producedcertaine examples decla- 
ring the power of Art and:Nature , totheend that 
out ofthole few we mightcolleQt many,out of the 
parts gatherthe whote, our of particulars, interre 
vniuerials ,weeſcchowe farreforth it isaltogerher 
needleſlſe for vsrogapeafter Magicke,when as. Na- 
enreand Artareſufticient. Nowe I mindetoproſe- 
_ eucry oneoſthe foreſaydthings in'order, and 
eliuertheir cautcs, andthe wayes howeto worke 
them particularly. And firſt ofall,-l conſider tharthe 
ſecrets of Nature comayned inthe skins of Goates 
and ſheep,are not ſpoken of, teaſt euery maryſhonld 
vnderſtand them: As Sacrates and Ar7ffotlewilleth » 
for he afficmeth in his boake of Secrets, "that: hee is 
a breaker of the-celeftialt{calerhar makethrhe ſe-: 
crets of Artand Naturecommon: adding moreouer 
thar many enils beride him char reucaleth ſecretes, 
Andiinthe __ CE nnes inthe 
comparing 'otwife mentogii isreputed agreat 
Rte So Aſc hey rx o hen Thiftles wil 
ſerne his turne : and ir is wrinen in :the-booke of 
Stenes, that hee impayreththe Maicſtic of things; 
thardidgulgah myſteries. Andrheyarenolongerto 
bee tearme4 Secrets, whenthe whole multicude is 
acquainted with them, if wee regardtheprobable 
divifionof multirude, which euermore gainſay the 
learned. For that which ſeemettrvnto all;is true; as. + 
alſo that which is forudged of by thewiſe, and men! 
ofbeſtaccount. Wherctore that-which ſeemeth to! 
many, that is to the commonpeople, ſofarre forth 
2s it ſeemeth ſuch, mnt of neceſsitie bee falſe. Þ 
ſpeake of the Common ſort, in that Sence, as ir 
is heere diſtinguiſhed agaynſt the learned . For 
in the common conceytes of the minde , they 


agree 


JE 
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agree withthe learned, butinthe properprinciples 
and concluſions of Arts and Sciences they diſagree, 
- kr Wet eS meere appearances , and 
ſophiſtications, and quirks, andquiddities, and ſuch 
liketraſh, w hereof wiſemenmakeno account.” In 
things proper therefore, and inſecretes,, the com- 
mon peopledo erre,andinthis reſpeCctrhey are op- 
politerorhe learned. butincommon matters they 
arecomprehended vnderthelave of all,and there- 
inconſentwith the learned.” And as fortheſe com- 
mynthings, they arcof ſmall value, notworthy to 
bec ſought afterforthemſelnes , bur in regarde of 
things particular and proper. Nowthecaulc of this 
concealemem among all wiſe men,is,thecontempt 
and negleQ'of the ſecretes of wiledome bythe vul- 
gar ſort, that knoweth norhow1o vie thoſe things 
whichare moſtexcellent;i And if they doconceiue 
any worthy thing,it ivakogither by chance and for- 
rune, &theydoexceedingly abuſe rhattheir know- 
ledge, tothe great damageand hurrot many men, 
* yea,enenof wholefocieties:fothathe is worſethen 
mad that publiſheth any ſecret, vnlelſc he corceale 
 itfromthemultityde}, and in-fuch wiſe deliver ir, 
thareuen the ſtudious andlearned ſhall hardly vn- 
derſtand ie. This hath beene the courſe which wiſe 
men haue obſerued from the beginning , who by 
many meanes haue hidden the ſecrets of wiſedome 
from thecommonpeople.Forſomehaue vied Cha- 
raQers and verſes, and diverſc others riddles and fi- 
guratiue ſpeeches,zs Areforlewitneſſcrhin his book 
of Secrets, where heethus ſpeaketh. O Alexander, 
will ſhew theethe greateſt ſecret inthe world, God 
grant thou maiecſt keepe ir cloſe , and bring topaſlle 
the intention of the Art of that ſtone _— no/ 
TER one, 
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ſtone,and is incuery man,& in euery place, and at all 
ſeaſons, and iscalledthe end of all Philoſophers. And 
an infinite number of chinges are founde in many 
bookes and (ciences obſcured with ſuch darkeſpec- 
ches, ſo that no man can vnderſtand them without a 
teacher. Thirdly, ſome haue hiddentheir ſecretes by 
their maners of writing,as namely by conſonants on- 
ly:ſothat no man canreadethem,withour he knowe 
the ſignificationof the words:and this is vſual among 
the Iewes,Chaldeans,Syrians,and Anbleujerog 
the Greciansroo: and thereforethere isa great con- 
ccaling with them, but eſpecially withthe [ewes : for 
Ariſtotle layth inthe aboue named booke, that Gcd 
-gauethem all maner of wiſedome, beforethere were 
any Philoſophers,and all nations borrowed the prin- 
ciples of Pluloſophy of them. Andthus much we are 
plainly taught by 4/bwma/ar in his booke named the 
larger IntroduQory,and other Philoſophers, and by 
Jeſephns inhis eight booke of Antiquities. Fourthly, 
things are obſcured bythe admixtion of letters of di- 
verſe kinds, & thus hath Ethicusthe Aftronomer c6- 
ceaſed his wiſdome, writing the ſame with Hebrew, 
Greeke & Latin lerters,allinarow. Filſtly, they hide 
their ſecrets, writing them in otherletters then are v- 
ſed intheir owneceunrty,towit, when they takeler- 
ters that are in vſe in forreine nations, and feigne them 
according totheir own pleaſures. This is + very great 
impediment, ſed by Artephins in his booke of the Se- 
crets of Nature. Sixtly they make certain formes,not 
of letters, but ſuch as arevſcd by diviners and enchan- 
rers , Which according to thediuerſitie of pricke and 
notes , havethe power of letters: and theſe likewiſe- 
hath Artephins viedin his ſcience. 


Seuenthly , thereis yet a more cunning fleight of 
L occul- 


” 
" , 
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occultation behind by:hehelpe of Artnotory : anarr 
wherby a man may wrice or note any thing, as briefly 
az he will, & as {witily as hecandelire. And inthis ſort 
hauvethe Latineauthours hidden many ſecretes I 
d:emeditneceſlarytotouch theſetricks of obſcurity, 
becauſe happily my ſelf may be conſtrained through 
the greatnelle of theſecrets, which 1 ſhal handle, to vſe 
_ "ſomeofthem.that ſoattheleaſt I might helpe theero 
' my power. [| giuvethee therefore to vaderfſtand, that 
my purpoſe is orderly to proceed inthe expolition of 
tholethings , whereof | made mention before : as to = 
diſlolue the Philoſophers egge , and ſearch out the 
artes of a | ano com") man. And this ſhall ſerue 
ora beginningtothereſt. Take ſalt,and rub it dili- 
gently inwatec, and purifie it inother waters , after 
y diverſe contritions, rub ir with Salts, and burneir 
. with ſundry aſfations , that it may bee madea pure 
earth, ſeparated fromthe otherElements , which I _ 
| eſteeme worthy of thee for theſtarure of my length, 
Vnderſtand me if thon art able : for it ſhall vndoub» 
redly bee compoſed of the Elements, andtherefore 
it (hall be apart of the ſtone, which is no ſtone, and is 
| in'eneryman, whichthou ſhalt finde at alltymes of 
the yearein his owneplace . This done thou ſhalt 
take oyleaſter the manerof a ſcarecloath, and of vil. 
cous cheeſe,not abletobe cutatthe firſt, wherevnto 
_ allthefierie vertue muſt beedivided , and ſeparated 
 bydiſſulution (now it muſt bee diſſolved in a ſharpe 
waterof an indifferent ſharpeneſle, with a light fire) 
and decoted vntill his fatneſſe beſenered , as the fat 
in fleſh}, by diſtillation, that no part oſthe oylineſſe 
 andblackevertne,whereinthevrine is diſtilled, may 
get out, Afterwardletitbee decoQedin Vineger, 
till it be dryed into. a coale(which isthe cauſe of 2d- 
NN: _ duſtion) 
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duſtion) and that his blacke vertuedo appeare.But if 
it benot cured therof,let it bedone againe:be watcn- 
full and attentiue,for my ſpeech is difficult, The oyle 
will diſlolue, both in ſharpe waters,and in common 
oyle, that worketh more apparauntly , or in a tart 
oyle of Almondes ouer the fire, ſo that the oyle 
may bee ſundred., and the hidden ſpirite remaine, 
both inthe partes of liuing creatures,and in Sulphur, 
and Arſenicke. Forthe Stones (wherein there is an 
Oyle of a ſuperfluous humiditie ) haue certaine 
boundes of their, humours : partly becauſe there is 
no ſtrong vnion, ſithens one may be diſſolued from 
the other , by reaſon of the nature of the water, 
which is put to liquefaQtion in the Spirite, which. 
isthemeane berweene his parrs and rheoyle. Diſſo- - 
lution therefore beeing finiſhed, there will remaine 
a certainepure humidiicin the ſpirit, whichthough 
ir bee throughly mixt withthedry parts, which are 
mooued t6 and fro in it » yet is the fire able to re- 
ſolueit , becing called by the Philoſopher a mel- 
ting Sulpur, and ſometime Oyle, ſumetimean ayrie 
humour, ſomerime aconiunctiueſnubſtaunce,which 
the fire dooth nor ſeparate,ſometime Camphora,and 
waſh it, Thisis the Philoſophers Egge, or rather 
the ende and accompliſhment of the Egge . And 
let ſo much of the Oyles as commeth to our hands 
bee reckoned among Seeny ſeede , which muft 
bee ——_—_ from the water, or Oyle whereinit is 

urged. | | 
; oreoner,the oyleis putrified as thon knoweſt, by 
raving it with drying things, as with ſalt and vitriall, 
and by burning it, (though paſsion ariſe from thecon- 
trarie) and aſterward itmuſt bee ſublimed, vntill his 
oylineſſe bequitetaken ewayPand thatthe water ma | 
| 2 c 
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I:keSulphur or Arlenicke inthe minerals : forit may 
be prepared inthe ſame manerthat they are. Neucr- 
theleſle, it were better togecoct it in waters of atem- 
verate ſharpeneſle , vntill it bee purged or made 
white. And yettkere is another profitableconcoc- 
tionin adry or moyſt hire, where diſtillation muſt bee 
| renued (if you would hane your worke come welto 
117 palle) and the matter reQitied : of which reQitication 
thelaft ſignesarerobee white,andcleareas C hriſtall. 
And wheres, otherthings grow black inthe fire, this 
( waxcth white, is purified, and even ſhineth againe yy 
| through chenotableclearnes & brightnes that is in it, ] 
| _ Ofthis waterandearthis Argent-uiue engendred,be- 
_  Ingnotvnlikethe Argent-uiue thatis inthe Mynes. 
Now when the matter is waxed hot afterthis maner, 
it iscogealed: butthe ayric ſtone (which is no ſtone) 
muſt beput into a Pyramis ina warmeplace,or(if you 
think good) intothe belly ofa horſe, or oxe, and ſo be 
changed intoaſharpefeuer. And whenit hith paſſed <= Þ 7 
fro thisitno 1o. and fromthat into 21. ſothatthe lees 
__ of theoilesarediſlolued intheir water, before it be ſe- 
þ arared,theydoſo oftenreiterate diſſolution & diſtil- 
- Iation,ril atlength it bereQified. And here endeththis 
intention, But thou muflremEberthat whEthou haſt 
made anend,thou artthen to begin anew againe. 
Now will I hide an other ſecret fromthee, Prepare 
| Argent-uiue by mortiſying it , with the vapour of 
| Steele for Margarites , and with the vapour of Lead 
| fortheſtone lber : and rubbe it with dryingthings, 
| 
| 
| 


and atraments , and ſuch like ( as before ) and | 
boyleit : this done, letitbe ſublymed: if for vnion, 

10., if for redneſſe,21, vntillthe moyfture bee conſu- 
= med in it, Neither is it poſsible that the humi- 
WW ditie ſhoulde bee ſeparated for the vapour (as the 


Wt} foreſaid 
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foreſayde oyle) becauſe it is very ſtrongly commixe 
with hisdric partes, neitherdothit ſerany bound, as 
we hauealreadytanght inthe foreſaid mertals. Inthis 
chapterthou maiſt calily beedeceiued, exceptthou' 
pertealy vnderſtandthelignification of the words. 
Now itis hightimeobſcurelyto imreatofthethird 
chapter, tothe endthou maiſt beholdthe very key of 
the worke thon lookeſt for. The calcined bodie is 
ſomertimepurtto (which is done tothis end, thatthe 
moyfture init might be conſumed byſalt, and Sal Ar- 
meniack and Vineger)and againe,ſometime tis nou- 
riſhed with Argent-uiue,and ſublimed by them,till ir 


remaineas/pouder. Theſe then are the keyes of the 


Art, Congelation, Reſolution, Induration, ProieQi- 
on,and thisis boththe end andthe beginning : but as 
for purification, diſtillation, ſeparation-ſublimation, 
calcination,and inquiſition, they are fellow-workers 
with the former , and now thou maiſt ſit downe and 
takethine caſe. = 

Sixe hundred and ewoyeares ofthe Arabians being 
accompliſhed, thou didſtaske me of certaine ſecrets. 


Take therforeche Rone and congeale it withagentle. 


boyling, and firong comition, but without (harpe 
things. Andin$ end mixeitalittle with ſweete water? 
and make alaxatine medicine of ſeuenthings, ifthou 
think good,or of ſixe,or of fine : or of as many asthou 
wilt, but my mind iscontent wichrwo : whereof the 
better ſhall be in ſixe,rather chen any other proporti= 
on,orthere abours,asexperience may teach you, Ne- 
uerth elefſe.reſolnethe gold by thefire, &reftraine it 
better, But if you wilbeleeve me, you ought to take 
but one thing, This is aſecret of Natures ſecrets, able 
to worke wonders, It beingtherfore mixed withewo 
things or more in number, or withthe Phoenix 
| L 3 (which 
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 (whichisa worthiecreature)atthe fire, & incorpora- 


ted by aſtrong motion, and thathereuntoyou putte 


- - Wwarmeliquor,foureor fuecimes you ſhall be maiſter 


of your hearts delice, Butafterward theceleftiall na- 
tureis weakened, and waxcth feeble, ifthou poure 

warme water into it three or fouretimes. T hou muſt . 
therefore diuidethe weake from the ſtrong indiuers 
veſlelles if thou dare credite mee, and draw out that 
which is good. Belidesthou ſhalttakethe powder, 


. and throughly prefle out the water that remained: 


for certainely it will make the partes of the powder 
ſpirituall- for which cauſe thou ſhalt ſauethis wa- 


| terbyirſelfe, becauſe the powder dryed vppe here- 


with, haththe force of a medicine in alaxatiuebody, 
Worke therefore as thou didſt before, vnti!l thou 
haſt cemooued the weake fromthe ftrong , and pur 
the powder thereto three, foure, or five times, or 
ofrner, alwayes working after one and the ſclfe ſame 
manner. And if thou canſt not worke with warme 
water, thou ſhalt offer violence. Butif it bee broken 
by reaſon oftherartneſle and tenderneſle of the medi- 
cine, together with powder thou muſt verie wari- 
ly put more Goldto, and mollific it : but if the plen- 
tic ofthe powder cauſe it tobreake, thou ſhalt giue 


| It more of the medicine, and if it bee long of the 


ſtrength of the water : water it with a Peftill, and 
gather together the matter ſo well as thou canſt, 
and ſeparate the water by little andlinle , and ir 
will returne to his former ſtate. This water thou 
ſhaledrievp, for ithath both the powderand water 
of themedicine, whicharetobe incorporateas duſt. 
Be net aſlcepe nowe, for I haue toldethee a grear 
and profitable ſecret. And ifthoucouldeſttell how 
toplaccand ſerte in orderthe panesofaburm ſhrub, 

or 


or of a willow , and many ſuch like things, they 
wouldnaturally keepean vnion. Bewareat any hand 
that chou forgetteſt not this , becaule itis very pro- 
fitable for many things . Thou ſhalt mingle the 
Trinity withthe vnion beeing firftmolted, and they 


will riſe vp as I ſuppoſe like vnto the ſtone Iberus: 


doubrleſle it is mortified by the vapour of the lead, 


| Which lead thou ſhalt findeifthou preſſe itout of the 
dead body , andrhisdead bodython ſhalt burieina 


ſtillicory. Hold faſtthisſecrer, foritisnought worth. 
And/inlike manner ſhaltthou deale with the vapour 
ofa Margarite or the tone Tagus, buryingthe dead 
as before thou art commanded. p17. 
And now forſooth the yeares ofthe Arabians being 


accompliſhed, I make anſwereto yourdemaund after 
this maner, You muſt haneamedicines wildifſolue 


in athingthatis melted, and beannointed injt,and ene 


ter into his ſcconddegree, and beincorporate with it, . 


not proouing a fugitiueſeruant, andchange it , and 
be mixt withthe roote oftheSpirit, and bee fixed by 
the calx ofthe metrall. Now it isthought that fixati- 


on prepareth,whenthebody & ſpirit are layd intheir - 


place, andſublimed, which muſt be ſo oftenreitera- 
ted.til the body be made aſpirit, andthe ſpirit become 


abody. Takethereforeofthebones of 4dem, and of | 


calx theſameweighrt,theremuſibe ſixe for therock 
ftone, & fue forthe ſtone of vnions, & theſe you mu 
worke togither with Aquavitz (whoſeproperty is 


to diſſolue all other things) that it may bee diflol-- 
ued and buyled init. And this a {igne of Incera- 


tion, ifrhe medicine will melt , whenit is povred on 


an Iron redde hot. This done, poure watgg.intoitin | 


a moyſt place, orelſe hang it in the vapour of ve- 
ry hote and liquid- Waters, and congeale : in the 
| Sunne: 
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